
       B’nai Sholom Reform 

Congregation, a Reform 

Jewish synagogue, is a 

community that fosters 

individual, family and 

congregational spirituality 

by engaging in worship 

and prayer, promoting 

learning on all levels, sup-

porting each others’ 

needs, bettering our com-

munity and our world, 

and forging connections 

with worldwide Jewry. 

   We take pride in being 

warm, welcoming, infor-

mal, progressive, open-

minded, diverse, and par-

ticipatory. 

   We strive to create a 

vibrant Jewish present, 

linking our ancient tradi-

tions with the promise of 

the future. 
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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION  

DEADLINE:  

JANUARY 31, 2015    

 

Scholarship forms for camp and Israel trips for the summer 
of 2014 are now available for pick-up at B’nai Sholom. You 
will find them on the table in the hall between the school 
and main offices and on our web page. 
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JOIN US FOR THESE SERVICES  

AND STUDY SESSIONS 
 

 

Friday, Dec. 5  KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE             6:00 PM 

    T’filat Talmidim:  Student Shabbat, with Torah reading 

    Friends and Family Potluck follows service 

    Dinner RSVP:  Ghoffma1@nycap.rr.com 

Saturday, Dec. 6  TEXT STUDY:  Psalms               9:30 AM 

 

Friday, Dec. 12  EREV SHABBAT SERVICE              8:00 PM 

Saturday, Dec. 13  TORAH STUDY:  Vayeshev  Gen. 37.1-40.23         9:30 AM 

 

Friday, Dec. 19  EREV SHABBAT HANUKKAH       8:00 PM 

    Bring one menorah and candles per family as we 

    light up our sanctuary! 

Saturday, Dec. 20  TORAH STUDY:  Miketz  Gen. 41.1-44.17     9:30 AM 

 

Friday, Dec. 26  EREV SHABBAT SERVICE       8:00 PM 

Saturday, Dec. 27  TORAH STUDY:  Vayigash  Gen. 44.18-47.27     9:30 AM 

 

Friday, Jan. 2  KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE      6:00 PM 

Saturday, Jan. 3  TEXT STUDY:  Psalms        9:30 AM 

    Extended study with coffee and bagels 

 

Friday, Jan. 9  EREV SHABBAT SERVICE       8:00 PM 

Saturday, Jan.10  TORAH STUDY:  Shemot  Ex. 1.1-6.1      9:30 AM
  

They’re back...Friends & Family Potlucks for 5775! 

           6 pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service          7 pm Shabbat Potluck Dinner 

          Please join us for any & all of the following dates.  Be sure to RSVP! 
 

DATE   RSVP CONTACT                                    

December 5        Melissa Putterman Hoffmann:  Ghoffma1@nycap.rr.com 

February 6        Julie Friedman:  jbfriedman8@gmail.com 

March 6        Maxine Goldberg:  maxm0304@yahoo.com 

Coordinated by your BSRC Religious School Committee 
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great variety of courses there is something to inter-

est every student. Students enjoy: 

Learning about and discussing the modern 

Middle East or current events with Mr. Ar-

nie Adler 

Cooking and learning about the origins of 

Israeli food with Mrs. Rivi Bahir 

Analyzing the story of King David with 

Mr. Sandy Johnston 

Studying genetics and reproduction based 

on Jewish texts with Dr. Jeff Perkins 

Learning about specific advocacy strate-

gies and tools, as well as the roles of Jew-

ish organizations in the advocacy process, 

with Mr. Lev Ginsburg 

Creating Chagal or Agam inspired stain 

glass art with Mrs. Amy Rosenstrauch 

 

 

Come to the next B’nai Sholom Coffeehouse!!! 

  Hosted by Phil Teumim and Will Vail...  

...this will be our eighth Bet Kafeh! 
 

Come join us on Saturday, December 6, 2014 starting at 7 p.m. in B’nai Sholom’s  

Social Hall for an evening of great entertainment. 

 

You are welcome to come and listen or sign up to perform.   

Sing a song, recite some poetry, tell a story, whatever you like! 

 

Coffee and refreshments will be served.  Donations accepted and encouraged.   

Hope to see you there! 

 

Questions?  Send to Carol Smith at csmith1161@gmail.com 

 

 

Continued on p. 

Mifgash Jewish Community High School 
 

Ask most people what they did this weekend, and 

you will get a large range of answers, including go-

ing to synagogue, cleaning the house, doing laun-

dry, running errands, schlepping the kids all over, 

cooking, housework, homework, or family time. 

Most people would say that Sunday evening in par-

ticular is a time to rest, unwind, and prepare for an-

other work or school week.  

 

This is not the case for the 40 plus TEENAGERS 

who attend the Mifgash Jewish Community High 

School Program every Sunday evening. Yes, in-

stead of catching up on last minute homework or 

relaxing after a busy social weekend, teenagers are 

coming out on their Sunday nights to study and 

learn about Judaic topics! 

You may want to know why these students attend 

Mifgash week after week. Well, with Mifgash’s  
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 From Our Rabbi… 
The Dream 

Rabbi Donald P. Cashman 

B’nai Sholom Reform Congregation, Albany, N.Y. 

Rosh Hashanah Morning 5775  –  September 25, 2014 
 

     A ram in the thicket. Sounds crazy, no? But in 

our little portion of the Binding of Isaac, the ram 

changes everything. God calls to Abraham, who 

shleps with Isaac for three days from Beersheva to 

Mt. Moriah. They carry the wood; go up the moun-

tain.  Abraham prepares to sacrifice his son with the 

slaughtering knife raised in the air when the angel 

calls to him, halting the pro-

cedure. And at that moment, 

coincidentally –wink wink 

nod nod –this ram just so 

happens to appear in the 

bushes  נאחז בסבך בקרניו 

“caught in the thicket by its 

horns.” Abraham is able to sacrifice that ram in-

stead, so that neither Abraham nor God can be ac-

cused of being liars. I hate to say this, but Bob Dylan 

got it wrong: God did not tell Abraham to “kill me a 

son”; the Hebrew drips with ambiguity:    העלהו שם

“לעולה   offer him up there up as an offering.”  

     Coincidence, or miracle that the ram was there? 

Pirkei Avot tells of  several things created the first 

week of creation after Adam and Eve, just before the 

first Shabbat. One of those things was this ram. Ac-

cording to the sages, its appearance there at Mt. Mo-

riah at that very moment was part of the plan of cre-

ation,  

 This ram is a game-changer.  

 This ram changes Abraham’s reality.  

 

     At this season, we are called upon to change our 

own reality. Often, in Jewish literature, reality is 

changed through dreams. We remember Joseph’s 

dreams, where he sees his family bow down to him, 

and we remember him interpreting the dreams of 

his fellow-inmates in prison, and him telling Phar-

aoh about the years of plenty, and the years of scar-

city. All this ends up changing his reality, and the 

reality for his family when they come to Egypt in 

search of food.  We also remember the vision of the 

poet who wrote in Psalm 126 of his dream of the 

return of the exiles :  הזורעים בדמעה ברינה יקצורו“ .  

     I’ve been thinking about modern Jewish litera-

ture as well, especially, as earlier this week marked 

the 50th anniversary of the Broadway opening of 

Fiddler on the Roof.  The opening scene, which is called 

by the libretto a Prologue, is where we learn how 

“Tradition” dictates their lives. In Scene 1, enter 

Yente, the matchmaker, and after she leaves, the 

three oldest girls sing “Matchmaker.” The rest of 

Act I builds up to the wedding scene. Before we get 

there, however, we have to deal with the problem 

that the man who the Matchmaker has found is not 

the same man as the oldest daughter Tzeitl has 

found for herself on her own. Tevye sits down to 

drink L’chaim-“To Life” with Lazar Wolf, the old 

widowed butcher, and agrees to marry off his 

daughter. When Tzeitl finds out, she expresses pro-

found unhappiness at the prospect. Her own choice, 

the tailor Motel Kamzoil comes along, and asks 

Tevye for her hand in place of Lazar Wolf. Tevye, 

breaking with traditional marriage arrangement 

procedures,  relents, but now has to figure out a 

way not only to break it to his wife, but to convince 

her that it’s the right thing. He does this, you may 

recall, in an elaborate hoax in the middle of the 

night, when he wakes Golde up, claiming that her 

deceased Grandma Tzeitl has come from beyond 

the grave, to give him a brocha, a blessing, because 

her namesake granddaughter has married the tailor 

Motel Kamzoil.  Tevye’s scheme works, and Golde 

accepts the change of groom.  

 Tevye’s reality continues to change throughout the 

course of the narrative. Indeed, the whole arc of the 

show starts with Tradition, and moves away from 

it. And just as his reality changes, so does the reality 

of the Jewish People.  

 

     First, if Tevye lived his biblically allotted 70 

years, he would have witnessed the Jewish popula-

tion of the US growing 5 times faster than the Euro-

pean Jewish population. His daughters would have 

seen the destruction of European Jewry.  

 But the real change of Jewish reality oc-

curred on the Fifth of Iyar, 5708, May 14, 1948. No 

sage nor tzaddik, no pogrom, no massacre, no Holo-

caust; no deed, or action, or thought, or document 

in almost 2000 years has had as much 

  
Continued on p. 6 
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The Social Action Committee 
notes: 

According to the latest 
USDA data, 15.8 million 
(21.6%) children lived in 
households facing a con-
stant struggle against 
hunger. 

In 2012, 16.1 million 
children (21.8% of all 
children under age 18) 
lived in poverty. 

On an average day of 
the 2012-13 school year, 
10.8 million low-income 
children received free or 
reduced-price breakfasts 
and 20.8 million received 
free or reduced-price 
lunches. 

In July 2012, 2.8 low-
income children received 
summer meals. 

In 2013, 8.6 million 
women, infants and chil-
dren received WIC aid 
and 1.7 million participat-
ed in the Farmers' Mar-
kets program. 

In 2013, 551 million 
meals were served in 
CACFP programs. 

BAKERS  NEEDED  FOR  EMPTY  BOWLS! 
 

As a member of Hunger Action Network of New York State, B’nai Sholom So-
cial Action Committee has agreed to provide “finger-friendly” desserts for the 
2nd Annual Empty Bowls event on Sunday, January 25, 2015 from 1 to 3 pm. 
 

We have so many wonderful bakers in our congregation that committing to this project seems as 
easy as pie!  The treats we provided last year were very popular!  We will need lots of cookies, 
brownies, cupcakes and other finger-friendly foods.  Gluten-free and nut-free sweets are also need-
ed. 
 

Volunteers are also needed on the day of the event. 
 

Please contact Becky Marvin at 439-4574 or rmarvin@nycap.rr.com to sign up to bake or to volun-
teer.        

The committee hopes the peti-
tion will help draw attention to 
the need to reauthorize several 
nutrition programs.  In particular, 
they seek to support the Child 
Nutrition and WIC Reauthoriza-
tion Act, which authorizes all of 
the federal school meal and 
child nutrition programs, to en-
sure that low-income children 

have access to healthy and 
nutritious foods. Although the 
programs are permanently au-
thorized, every five years Con-
gress reviews the laws govern-
ing them through the reauthori-
zation process; the current law 
will expire September 30, 2015. 
Reauthorization provides the 
opportunity to improve and 
strengthen programs. 
 

          Programs up for review in-
clude the National School Lunch 
Program, the School Breakfast 
Program, the Child and Adult 
Care Food Program (CACFP), 
the Summer Food Service Pro-
gram, the Afterschool Snack and 
Meal Program, the Special Sup-
plemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants and Children 
(also known as WIC), the WIC 
Farmers Market Nutrition, and 
the Special Milk Program.             

Social Action Committee 
Leads BSRC in Advocating 

For Hunger Relief 

 

          B’nai Sholom’s Social Ac-
tion Committee recently spear-
headed a “photo petition” cam-
paign to send a message to 
Washington about childhood 
hunger.  Congregants were en-
couraged to have their photo 
taken holding one of three signs, 
which read:  

I stand to end childhood 
hunger. 

I stand for school nutri-
tion programs. 

End hunger in our coun-
try.  

 

          According to Social Action 
co-chair Becky Marvin, “The 
photo petition campaign was a 
great success! We produced 48 
pictures with 73 different people, 
both kids and adults. They will 
be incorporated with more than 
200 other pictures from 8 other 
religious congregations and sent 
to targeted members of Con-
gress including our representa-
tives and senators.   They will 
also be shared with other anti-
hunger groups.”   
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a dream to change reality, and the Jewish people 

labored with a 2000 year old dream to change their 

reality, the existent reality is different from the 

dream because, after all, not everybody shared the 

same dream.  
 

     This summer’s war in Gaza reminds us that one 

person’s dream is another person’s nightmare. In-

deed, just as Israelis and Jews worldwide celebrate 

the events of May 14, 1948 as Yom HaAtzma’ut/ 

Independence Day, Palestinians observe the day as  

Yaum al-Naqba: the Day of Catastrophe. The Jewish 

narrative makes no difference to them: we tell of a 

thousand-years of Israelite monarchy in the land 

prior to expulsion by the Romans, followed by 20 

centuries of wandering in persecuted landlessness, 

before our return home to land purchased, lira by 

lira and pound sterling by pound. The sliver of 

land we lay claim to, from the sea to the river Jor-

dan is just under 2/10 of 1% of the land mass of the 

Arab nations from Morocco to the Arabian penin-

sula. No matter the dimensions: objections exist to 

expansion of settlements on land captured in 1967, 

to possession of land captured in 1948, to residency 

on lands given in partition by the UN in 1947, and 

even to the mere existence of a non-Islamic entity 

in the Middle East. The militant rejectionism by 

Hamas and the dangerous, violent, barbaric behav-

ior of the of ISIL (or ISIS, or Islamic State, whatever 

you want to call it) should be a clarion to the West-

ern world!  Alas, how morally bankrupt is the soci-

ety that only gets riled up when it is Jews who fail 

to turn the other cheek (as their scriptures put it) 

when Jews tragically bring misery upon innocents 

who are enslaved by the criminal Hamas regime 

only while acting in self-defense .   How corrupt 

the ethics of a world that condemns Israel while 

ignoring the offensive savagery by the truly evil in 

that corner of the world.  
   

     Our dream might be to live underneath our 

vines and figs trees unafraid. Not even 70 

years after the crematoria of Auschwitz ceased 

their genocidal terror, Europe rebounds with 

anti-Semitism so virulent that it portends, God 

forbid, a new reality in Europe. And here in  

From Our Rabbi continued from  p. 4 

significance for the Jewish religion and the Jewish  

People as the establishment of the modern State of 

Israel.   

 Israel is a game-changer 

 Israel changes the Jewish reality.   

 Israel changes the Jewish trajectory into the 

future, more than anything else in nearly 2000 

years. A whole country, running on Jewish time, 

speaking Hebrew, normalized for Jewish life, and 

not merely tolerating or accommodating it. No 

longer dependant on the kindness of others, a 

kindness which was often in short supply, the Jews 

were instantly transformed from a landless, home-

less, ethno-religious group made up of many eth-

nicities and variant religiosities into a nation-state 

on the world arena. Fortunately, the Jewish Agency 

had spent years creating a government-in-waiting, 

so that as the British sailed out, the Jews raised 

their flag, and began life as a 20th century democra-

cy. 

· How does a Jewish state create and pre-

serve a Jewish character while at the same 

time extending freedom of religion?  

· How does a Jewish state deal with its non-

Jewish Arab population of Muslims and 

Eastern Christians?   

· How does a Jewish state deal with Jews 

who don’t believe in creating a Jewish 

state, who do not accept a Jewish state and 

who will not join in the common defense of 

the state? 

· How does a Jewish state deal with a large 

population of people who believe it is their 

God-given right to subsist on government 

handouts rather than contributing to the 

economic well-being of the country?  

· How does a Jewish state survive when sur-

rounded by other states or entities that 

want to drive them into the sea, or  bomb 

them into oblivion?   

The new reality for Jews is different from the old 

reality. As hard as it is, I have to believe that it is 

better to be a free people in our own land than to 

be a subject people in someone else’s land. The big 

problem is that reality is different from dream. 

While Tevye the Dairyman could use the artifice of  

  Continued on p. 7 
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IT’S SNOWING!    

Is my meeting cancelled?   
 

We may post cancellations for scheduled 

events on our web site and change the tel-

ephone message. You may go to our web-

site and subscribe to cancellation e-mails.  

From Our Rabbi cont. from  p. 6 

America, where official, governmental anti-

Semitism is virtually non-existent,  where anti-

Semitism had been relegated mostly to the mar-

gins of society, it has crept into the discourse of 

the allegedly civilized under the banner of BDS: 

boycotts, divestment, and sanctions against Is-

rael. Our own day to day dreams are not the geo-

political. Like Tevye, we’re more likely concerned 

with convincing our spouses that we’re right.  

 “Tevye the Dairyman” was a collection of 

stories Sholom Aleichem wrote over 20 years, pub-

lishing them separately. They were fairly formulaic. 

Tevye would bump into Sholem Aleichem on a 

train, and would tell him about what was going on 

in his life since they had last met. The train went 

from Boiberick to Yehupitz, which represent, I read, 

Boyarka, and Kiev. It turns out there really was a 

dairyman of Sholom Aleichem’s acquaintance 

named Tevye, who sold milk, butter, and cheese 

from his horse-drawn wagon. It actually became 

part of the real Tevye’s marketing campaign, that it 

was he who was enshrined in the famous author’s 

stories. The fictional stories changed the real 

Tevye’s reality.  

 

     Changing the reality of our own lives is the great 

underlying theme of these Days of Awe. The Teshu-

vah, the individual deep and penetrating analysis of our 

lives, our deeds, our habits, and our failings, along 

with the concomitant establishing of the resolve, if 

not a plan, for bettering ourselves in the new year, is 

the central task of the season.  It is not a command-

ment from the Torah, but rather the deeper moral 

imperative established by the sages of the Talmud, 

and concretized over the centuries since. Teshuvah 

is the supreme religious ethical attribute of the sea-

son, and no particular theological outlook is neces-

sary. It is the perfect religious act for the religious 

humanist, and even the Jewish agnostic--the one 

who believes that at most, there is perhaps only One 

God--can accept that self-betterment is a worthy 

aim.  Indeed, the very fact that self-improvement is 

a universal goal, and one not reserved to Jews alone, 

makes the themes of this season all the more rele-

vant in our mixed society.  

  

If we only come here once again to mouth the same 

old words with little if any resolve and no plan 

whatsoever, we will not change our reality. Instead, 

we will emerge not, in the words of Psalm 8,  מעט

“מאלהים  a little less than divine,”  but as one of the 

“עללים ויונקים  infants and sucklings”  – just as 

whining, crying, self-centered beings. No; what ele-

vates us above the lower animals is our ability to 

learn, and change, and grow.  

 Most likely, our realities won’t change by a 

conveniently placed ram. Whether by accident, by 

miracle, by gift of God, or by virtue of a good story-

teller, we shouldn’t depend on something just out of 

nowhere to drop in our laps. Nor will we be able to 

change reality by a scheme, a hoax, or even a dream. 

No, my friends, we are not Abraham, and we are 

not Tevye; we are not part of some biblical story nor 

a Broadway show nor are we characters in a Yid-

dish story written in the Ukraine a century ago. This 

is real life; there is no script, not even a story board, 

and unlike the movie, we cannot discard one take in 

favor of another. Our actions, our inactions, our 

words, all have consequences. We cannot change 

the past. We can only change the future.  

 The ram changed the future. Tevye’s dream 

changed the future. The State of Israel changes the 

future. What will it take to change my future, your 

future, for the better? What must we struggle with? 

What force within us must we defeat?  What drive 

must we control? Today, on Rosh Hashanah, and in 

the coming Ten Days of Repentance, we ponder; we 

resolve. May each of us be able to harness the 

strength and power we need to overcome our short-

comings. May we be successful in this sacred task, 

so that we may be blessed with a year of joyous sun-

rises and peaceful sunsets.   Good yontif.  
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Camp Essay by Hugh Smith 

     This past summer I went to Crane Lake Camp 
for seven weeks. It was the most fun I had all year.  
I still talk about my experiences and friends from 
camp at school to share how much I enjoyed my 
summer. 

     I was in the unit, Upper  Chaverim, which is the 
second youngest unit in the older half of camp, 
called Upper Camp.  In Upper Camp you get a lot 
more freedom and privileges like staying up later, 
having only free swim in the pool, and so much 
more. 

     At camp, it is always a party.  There is always 
an extremely fun activity to do whether it is swim-
ming in the lake, playing roof ball, or playing any 
sport.  At Crane Lake we have pretty much every 
sport imaginable. 

     Every  day we learn about Jewish values and 
history in Kesher.  When you are in Upper Camp 
you can choose your Kesher activity.  I chose a lot 
of Hebrew courses where I learned the language.  I 
can now count to 100 in Hebrew!  I also took a cur-
rent events course which focused on the situation 
in the Gaza Strip because while I was at camp 
these events started and grew to be more and 
more serious. 

     Shabbat at camp is the best.  At dinner you can 
sit with anyone you want and not your few as-
signed tables.  We have a fun service full of fun 
songs and dances.  Afterwards we have an amaz-
ing song session where we jam out to our favorite 
camp tunes and rock out to Israeli dances. 

     On trip day in first session, the first half of camp, 
we went to NYC.  On the way from camp to NYC 
we stopped to work at an enormous food pantry in 
New Jersey.  My job was to sort food.   I was 
amazed at how limited the food pantry was in what 
they could distribute, and how much food went to 
waste if the package was damaged or didn’t  have 
the nutritional information on it.  We went to the       

...And you shall teach your children… 
 

Each summer, children and teens from our Congregation attend Jewish summer camps 

and tour Israel, strengthening their ties to Judaism and to the land of Israel.  B’nai Shol-

om offers scholarships which are funded by the interest and matured principal from the 

synagogue’s Israel Bonds fund. As you can read below, our campers had a great time! 

Statue of Liberty, saw Matilda on Broadway, ex-
plored some shops, and went to Central Park and 
the Bronx Zoo.  It was a really fun trip.  During sec-
ond session we went white water rafting. 

     Crane Lake Camp is the greatest place on 
earth.  It’s my home away from home. I always 
countdown the days until I can see my camp 
friends from around the Northeast.  Next year I am 
going the full summer  again and I will be in the old-
est unit on camp. I can’t wait! 

  

 

 

Camp Essay by Victoria Smith 

This was my fourth year but first full  summer at 
Crane Lake Camp.  The new Chadar Ohel (Dining 
hall) brought the campers together for all of our 
meals, including Shabbat dinners on Friday nights.   

At camp we participate in many sports, swim in the 
lake and the pool,  do arts and crafts,  and drama.  
There are also many animals at camp- puppies, 
llamas, pigs, snakes, who we take care of  and who 
are there to cheer up a camper having a bad day. 

Each week every unit took turns running Friday 
night and Saturday morning services.  The theme 
of my service was tikkun olam.  We talked about 
how we could repair the world and how prayers 
relate to that.  I went on a tikkun olam trip to a farm 
that donated some of their produce to a food bank.  
A few days a week we had Limud, which is Jewish 
customs.  We had a tikkun olam fair that everyone 
in my unit participated in, each group chose some-
thing that they believed in and they tried to either 
get money or raise awareness for it.  My group 
chose gun safety, and we tried to educate people 
about it by creating a poster. 

I look forward to returning to Crane Lake Camp 
next summer and expanding my Jewish experi-
ence.  
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A note from Becky:  I hope every congregant will 
continue to support the fight against hunger in our 
community by bringing inon-perishable items for the 
local food pantries and placing them in the blue bins 
in the school foyer.  

collected money, arranged for room set up and clean 

up, and kept the information on the calendar, in the 

bulletin, and in announcements.  As the congregation 

grew, more people meant more of every part of her job.  

Her advice extended not only to congregants but to 

Rabbi Cashman, too.  He says, “I have been able to 

consult with her on many different types of things over 

the years. I am thankful for her dependability, and for 

her unshakeable integrity.” 
 

As the Marvin family became more and more involved 

in the congregation, Becky herself developed a com-

mitment to Judaism. Baptized and raised Episcopalian, 

she had already begun to feel disenchanted with the 

religion of her upbringing by the time she went to col-

lege.  After falling in love and saying, “Yes!” to Ben’s 

proposal, she was comfortable agreeing to raise the 

children Jewish, since that didn't really involve any 

basic contradiction with the tenets in which she had 

been raised. As time went by, she says, "One day I 

found myself on the phone, responding to a question 

about Judaism, and telling the caller about what ‘we’ 

believe."  She realized she had made the transition to 

thinking of herself as a member of the tribe. Thereaf-

ter, she began the two-year program of study for the 

adult b’nai mitzvah program, converting to Judaism 

before reading from the Torah in 2008. She has con-

tinued to chant Torah beautifully on the High Holidays 

since then. 
 

One of the things Becky is most proud of has been the 

way she has connected people.  She says, “I like to 

think I helped to draw people in by connecting new 

members with existing congregants who shared some-

thing in common with them or ones I thought they’d hit 

it off with.”  And, she notes, her vantage point has ena-

bled her “to watch people join, become involved, find a 

home, embrace Judaism, develop new skills, have new 

experiences, and make new friendships.”  Most fun of 

all has been “watching all the kids grow.”  
 

Becky will continue to be an active congregant and 

volunteer, including the co-chair of the social action 

committee.  She says she is "so looking forward to re-

laxing and enjoying the High Holidays for the first time 

in 22 years.”  

After Yom Kippur this year, long-time B’nai Sholom of-

fice manager Becky Marvin announced her resigna-

tion, effective the end of November.  She has served 

the congregation since she first took over the job in 

1992.  Although Rabbi Cashman has been a constant 

presence during her tenure, she has 

seen twelve presidents, eight treasur-

ers, four religious school administra-

tors, and six different copy machines 

come and go.  Through the years, 

Becky says, the best part of the job 

has been “the people – so many great, 

innovative, interesting and wonderful 

congregants! Working here, I've made 

a lot of friends I wouldn't have other-

wise made.  I got the opportunity to know people well, 

to get to be friends with them rather than just being 

friendly." 
 

Rabbi Cashman says, “I have always been grateful that 

Becky has been willing to stay underemployed to be 

our office manager.”  Becky was indeed underem-

ployed, with a bachelor’s degree in speech pathology 

and audiology from Bowling Green and a master’s in 

urban affairs from Hunter College.  She had previously 

worked as the education and recreation director for 

the Heights and Hill Community Council in Brooklyn, 

and as the director of planning and development for 

Visiting Nurse and Health Services in Elizabeth, New 

Jersey. The BSRC job was a good fit for her, because 

her children were young and it was a convenient, part-

time job that allowed her to meet her family responsi-

bilities and community commitments.  
 

As a congregant, she was able to work in an environ-

ment where she knew most everyone in the congrega-

tion. Through her children, Elizabeth and Johanna, who 

were active in the religious school, and her husband, 

Ben, who served on the board and as president, she 

was able to relate to the experiences of many other 

congregants. Ben gave her a special "I Sleep With the 

President" coffee mug when he took over the B'nai 

Sholom presidency, and it was a constant fixture on 

her desk during his two year term.  When Leslie Adler 

succeeded Ben as president, however, Leslie insisted 

that Becky take the mug home. 
 

Over the years, her job has changed dramatically.  One 

of the biggest changes has been technology.  Becky 

points out, “When I started, there was a computer, but 

it was only for billing purposes.”   She continues, 

Becky Marvin Retires After 22 Years as BSRC Office Manager 



Mifgash continued  from p. 3

Between current events, history, biblical studies, 

medical bioethics, studies in advocacy, cooking, and 

art, Mifgash provides Judaic courses that are both 

educational and engaging, all while allowing stu-

dents to meet and socialize with friends both new 

and old. 
 

According to three seniors who have been attending 

Mifgash since the ninth grade, they come to Mifgash 

because: 
 

“I love to see Jewish youth in the Albany area to-

gether and engaging in intellectual debate.” - Noah 

Halle 
 

“Since I started public school, I lost some of my 

connection to the Jewish community, and Mifgash 

gives me a chance to maintain my connection to my 

roots.” - Isaac Rosen  

Weekly Announcements via Email 
    Our weekly announcements are sent each week to all congregants with email addresses in our directory.  
Please submit new addresses on a timely basis.  All addresses that are in the current directory are added to 
the distribution list with the exception of aol.com addresses.  For those, only addresses previously approved 
are re-added to meet spam prevention measures taken by AOL.  If you are not receiving the weekly an-
nouncements, you can subscribe to the list by sending a note to:   

Weekly-request@bnaisholom.albany.ny.us with "subscribe"  in the subject line.   

    You may unsubscribe to the weekly postings by sending a note to that same address (or to postmas-
ter@bnaisholom.albany.ny.us) with "unsubscribe" in the subject line.   

  The following Yahrtzeits will be observed in DECEMBER 

 

  5 Albert Marcus*, Sylvia Goldstein Marcus*, David Gottlieb, Wanda Rockefeller, Jack Pendergrass, Jacob 

 Lichtenfels* 

12 Sanford Liebschutz, Albert Abrams*, Ben Dietchman, Rita Ray, Raymond Karlson, Sadie Cohen*, Hannah 

 R. Jaffe*, Marvin Millens, Erwin Winston*, Freda Kussack, Jacob Lazoroff*, Adah Vosburgh, Harry Cohen*, 

 Estera Fiks, Ruth Aronson*, Norma Belle Singer Beatman*  

19  Gertrude Slotnick, Samuel Link, Hannah Tabak, Adele Broch Krochmal, Waldamar Knieling, Cornelius  

 Epstein*, Florence Morse 

26   Anita Dubb, Rick Friedman, Judy Dobris* 

 

*denotes that a Perpetual Memorial has been established 

 

We note with sorrow the death of 

JACQUES GILLY 

Father of Phil Gilly 
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“It is an opportunity to learn about topics that I 

wouldn’t otherwise have the chance to think about.” 

– Ezra Goldmeer 
 

As you can see, Mifgash is more than just classes. 

It’s an active and engaging learning community for 

Jewish High School students. Mifgash includes over 

40 teens from diverse backgrounds, coming together 

to explore their Jewish intellectual and spiritual 

selves as well as their cultural heritage in a friendly, 

welcoming environment. We meet Sunday evenings 

at Congregation Ohav Shalom from 6-8 pm. For 

more information please check out our website at 

mifgashcommunity.org or contact Ruth Malka at 

director@mifgashcommunity.org. 
 

All area teens are welcome!!! 



A big thank you to our Rosh Hashanah oneg luncheon 
host families:  
 

Mark & Pam Brody         Liz & Jim Davis 
Anne & Sonny Hausgaard        Jim & Joan Savitt 
Carol & Doug Smith         Marty & Phil Teumim 
Jodi Kerper & Karl Rethemeyer 

THE CONGREGATION NOTES WITH THANKS THESE CONTRIBUTIONS… 
 

General Fund 

In memory of Sarah Renee Whiting by Shari Whiting 

In memory of Seymour Schwartzman by Mindy Kramer 

In memory of Jerry Flax by Rosalind Lind 

In memory of Herman Schoenbach by Bettina and Howard Stoller 

In memory of Estelle Nitka by Cheryl and Mark Reeder 

In memory of Irene Krochmal Swiscz by Herb and Ruth Swift 

In memory of  Charlotte Sachs by Paula Philo  

Social Action Fund 

In memory of Edith Riemer by Anne and Sonny Hausgaard 

Landscaping Fund 

In memory of Shari Knieling by the Domfort Family 

Technology Fund 

In memory of Sheldon Bosin by Ruth Burkowsky 

Books for Babies 

In memory of Edith Riemer by Richard Propp 

Thanks to these congregants who supported our 
Israel Bond Campaign whose proceeds help send 
our kids to Jewish camps and Israel travel pro-

grams…. 
 

Deb Adler        Ellie & Randy Davis 

Martha & John Rozett   Jim & Joan Savitt 

Ruth Burkowsky       Ethan & Stella Suib 

Phil & Marty Teumim     Lew Sperber 

Harvey & Marcia Tress Roy & Judy Fruiterman 

Stewart & Janis  Altmayer Paul Cashman      
Paula Philo   David & Libby Liebschutz 

Ben & Becky Marvin      Marjorie Pass 

Scott & Mary Alice Wexler Lew Sperber 

Roberta Nitka   Jeff & Rebecca Klamka 

Rabbi Don Cashman & Sharona Wachs 

Don Selsky & Linda Karlson-Selsky 

Ann Shapiro & Barry  Pendergrass 

Susan Lepler & Michael Force 

Sandra Rosner & Jeff Haas 

 

THANK YOU 
 

--to the paper-cut brigade who                                 

prepared the mid-October/November   

bulletin:  Joan Savitt, Nancy Rockefel-

ler, Richard and Marilyn Strassberg, Anne and 

Sonny Hausgaard  
 

--to the following congregants who provided us 

with a sweet Shabbat: David and Libby Lieb-

schutz, Brenda Hazard and Steve Morse, Barbara 

and Jack Devore, Ann Lowenfels and Steve 

Redler, Mark and Cheryl Reeder, and members of 

the Religious School Committee 

  

 

A big THANK YOU to Bert Cromling and 
Bob Negris for clearing a tree that had fall-
en in the driveway and was blocking the 
entrance to the parking lot.  Bob and Bert 
spent a windy Sunday morning cutting up 
the tree and moving it out of the way.  
Thanks Bert and Bob! 
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AS A RULE, THE BULLETIN DEADLINE IS THE SECOND 

WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH UNLESS OTHERWISE 

NOTED. 

PERIOD COVERED                                       DEADLINE 

January               December 10 

February                                    January 7 

Articles and news received after deadline are 

subject to omission. 

RABBI:  Donald P. Cashman   

PRESIDENT: Melody Bruce 

OFFICE MANAGER:    

OFFICE HOURS:   

 MON/WEDS/THU/FRI    9:15 AM – 3:00 PM 

Mazel Tov! 
—to Barbara Miller  

1.  on the birth of her granddaughter,  

Mia Dubitzky.  Proud parents are Emily 

(Miller) and Zvi Dubitzky.  

2.  whose daughter, Rebecca, received her 

MBA from SUNY Albany and is currently an 

Israel Teaching Fellow working with elemen-

tary school children. 

2015 ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

NOW AVAILABLE 
 

The cost of the books this year  

remains at  $25. 

Lots of bargains! 

   

Books may be  

purchased  

during office hours.  
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