
       B’nai Sholom Re-

form Congregation, a 

Reform Jewish syna-

gogue, is a community 

that fosters individual, 

family and congregation-

al spirituality by engag-

ing in worship and pray-

er, promoting learning 

on all levels, supporting 

each others’ needs, bet-

tering our community 

and our world, and forg-

ing connections with 

worldwide Jewry. 

   We take pride in being 

warm, welcoming, infor-

mal, progressive, open-

minded, diverse, and 

participatory. 

   We strive to create a 

vibrant Jewish present, 

linking our ancient tradi-

tions with the promise of 

the future. 
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B’nai Sholom Reform Congregation  

    

 

JOIN US FOR THESE SERVICES  
AND STUDY SESSIONS 

 

 

 

Friday, July 4      KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE         6:00 PM 

Saturday, July 5 TEXT STUDY:  Psalms          9:30 AM 

   Extended study with coffee and bagels 

 

Friday, July 11  EREV SHABBAT SERVICE          8:00 PM 

Saturday, July 12 TORAH STUDY: Pinchas Num. 25.10-30.1        9:30 AM 

 

Friday, July 18  EREV SHABBAT SERVICE          8:00 PM 

Saturday, July 19 TORAH STUDY: Matot Num.30.2-32.42        9:30 AM 

 

Friday, July 25  EREV SHABBAT SERVICE          8:00 PM 

Saturday, July 26 TORAH STUDY: Masei Num. 33.1-36.13        9:30 AM 
 

Friday, Aug. 1  KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE         6:00 PM 

Saturday, Aug. 2 TORAH STUDY: Devarim Deut. 1.1-3.22        9:30 AM 

   SHABBAT MORNING SERVICE       10:30 AM
   Bat Mitzvah of Shira Novkov-Bloom 

 

Friday, Aug. 8  EREV SHABBAT SERVICE          8:00 PM 

Saturday, Aug. 9 TEXT STUDY:  Psalms          9:30 AM 

   Extended study with coffee and bagels 

 

Friday, Aug. 15 EREV SHABBAT SERVICE          8:00 PM 

Saturday, Aug. 16 TORAH STUDY: Eikev Deut.7.12-11.25        9:30 AM 

 

Friday, Aug. 22 EREV SHABBAT SERVICE          8:00 PM 

Saturday, Aug. 23 TORAH STUDY: Re’eh Deut. 11.26-16.17        9:30 AM 
  

Friday, Aug. 29 EREV SHABBAT SERVICE          8:00 PM 

Saturday, Aug. 30 TORAH STUDY: Shoftim Deut 16.18-21.9        9:30 AM 

 

Friday, Sept. 5  KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE         6:00 PM 

Saturday, Sept. 6 TEXT STUDY: Psalms           9:30 AM 
 

420 Whitehall Rd., Albany, NY 12208                                                                                                                                      Phone:  518-482-5283 

E-mail:  office@bnaisholom.albany.ny.us                                                                                  visit us at:  www.bnaisholomalbany.org 

  JULY/AUGUST 2014                                                                                                                                        TAMMUZ/AV/ELUL 5774 
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Weekly Announcements via Email 
 Our weekly announcements are sent each week 
to all congregants with email addresses in our directory.  
Please submit new addresses on a timely basis.  All ad-
dresses that are in the current directory are added to the 
distribution list with the exception of aol.com addresses.  
For those, only addresses previously approved are re-
added to meet spam prevention measures taken by 
AOL.  If you are not receiving the weekly announce-
ments, you can subscribe to the list by sending a note to:   

Weekly-request@bnaisholom.albany.ny.us 

with "subscribe" in the subject line.  You may unsub-
scribe to the weekly postings by sending a note to that 
same address (or to postmas-
ter@bnaisholom.albany.ny.us) with "unsubscribe" in the 
subject line.   

. 

 

What are you doing in 

March 2015? 
 

 

How about joining Rabbi 

Cashman on a trip to Isra-

el? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Watch this space for more 

B'nai Sholom Cemetery Committee Year in Review 

 The B'nai Sholom section of Elmwood Hill Cemetery located at 51 Belle 
Avenue in Troy currently holds 30 right to burial sites, 25 of which have been pur-
chased.  Six of our sites already purchased are for future use.   Five interments 
have occurred within the past year and half.  Elmwood Hill has room for us to add 
more sites which are purchased by the synagogue as needed. 

 In the past year, the committee has been busy standardizing and codify-
ing cemetery regulations and procedures.  One of our projects has been to devel-
op an electronic brochure which is now completed and is in the process of being 
formatted for posting on the synagogue web site.  Included in the brochure are 
materials such as  (1) Application for purchase of cemetery privilege, (2) Updated 
B'nai Sholom Cemetery Regulations, (3) Elmwood Hill Cemetery Rules and Reg-
ulations, (4) Temple and Elmwood Hill Listing of Charges, and (5) Cemetery Fact Sheet with a section of Q&A 
items.  In addition to the material being available on line, congregants may also request them from the synagogue 
office. 

  The committee suggests that congregants interested should consider preplanning and prefunding for funer-
als for a variety of reasons.  The loss of a loved one is a very stressful event.  The added burden of purchasing the 
right to burial and other associated costs at the time of such loss is something that can be avoided with preplanning.  
You may wish to contact a funeral director or the synagogue office for more information on this process. 

 Committee members include Bill Schwartz, Chairman, Arthur Alowitz, Mark Fleischer, Ben Marvin and Rich 
Nussbaum.    

 Those with questions should contact the synagogue office manager:  

office@bnaisholom.albany.ny.us or (518) 482-5283.   
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Continued on p. 

 President’s Report from 2014 Annual Meeting . . .  

      Good morning and welcome. 
Thank you all for joining us on this beau-
tiful June day. In looking around the 
room at all of you present today, then 
looking outside at the lovely weather, I 
am proud of the level of caring and com-
mitment you have demonstrated to B’nai 
Sholom simply by being here – especially when there are 
so many other things you could have been doing this 
morning. Either that, or there is something very wrong 
with all of us!                                                                 
 It has been a year of ups and downs – joys as we 
have launched new programming or new endeavors, 
while sadness as we have said goodbye to longtime con-
gregants such as Jerry Flax and Sheldon Bosin. Change is 
never easy, yet it brings on new opportunities and chal-
lenges, and new ways to grow. We are hopeful that the 
changes we have made over the past year will bring in-
creased attendance to and participation in congregation-
al activities, and most importantly, increased member-
ship and retention.                                                   
 Perhaps the most notable change this past year 
has been to the Religious School. I am proud of the way 
the congregation came together to develop a solution to 
the problem of providing a high quality Jewish education 
to our youth at a fiscally sound cost. This has been a 
problem for several years, and this year a solution was 
developed – partnering with the B’Yachad religious pro-
gram. This solution will allow our children to participate 
in a meaningful cohort size for each age level and pro-
vide increased educational opportunities in additional 
areas such as dance and art. Enrollment forms were sent 
out this past week – so parents, please be sure to com-
plete them and return them to the temple office!                                
 Developing such a solution was not easy. An ad 
hoc committee, led by Mimi Bruce, researched a variety 
of options and spearheaded the exploratory process. 
The Religious School committee spent a great deal of 
time providing leadership to our existing program while 
also investigating, evaluating, and discussing the various 
options for the future.  This has not been an easy pro-
cess. We are saying goodbye to Elizabeth Alowitz, the 
director of  our Religious School. Some congregants had 
very strong  feelings about the advantages and disad-
vantages of the various Religious School programs con-
sidered. But we have to be proud of the way the various 
individuals involved in the process, and the congregation 
as a whole, conducted itself. At several points along the 

more year.” But I truly believe this would not have 
solved anything, and would have merely delayed the 
inevitable. The challenge before us now is to remember 
that the B’Yachad program is now our Religious School. 
Integrating the needs, cultures and styles of different 
congregations is not easy, as the B’Yachad family already 
knows, but it can be done. And it will be done. We have 
B’Yachad’s commitment to welcoming our children and 
making them part of the new program while acknowl-
edging and respecting our Reform practice of Judaism. In 
return, we will do the same.                                                                      
 The Religious School committee continues to 
brainstorm and plan ways in which to maintain our fami-
lies’ sense of community at B’nai Sholom under this joint 
educational model, including continuation of class Shab-
batot, Shabbat potluck dinners, family education and the 
Eisner retreat. Increased discussions about improving 
participation of high school age students is also a focus, 
looking at the Mifgash community high school program, 
our confirmation program, our NFTY-affiliated youth 
group, and our students' participation as aides or teach-
ing assistants in B'Yachad. The Religious School com-
mittee has recognized the need to work closely with the 
Ritual and Youth committees to support these various 
activities.  Next year, the Committee’s primary role will 
be to serve as a liaison between our families and 
B’Yachad leadership, and to ensure that our own pro-
gramming outlined above remains strong.    

In moving on to other areas of programming, we are re-
minded again of just how much the congregation does 
with a limited budget and few paid staff.  Each of you 
have contributed your time and talents to making this 
such a special place. 

Ritual Committee:  

The Ritual committee serves to maintain and enhance 
the spiritual life of the Congregation by assisting the 
Rabbi in preparing for festival services, developing policy 
regarding life cycle events, composing and otherwise 
conducting services for special occasions, and recruiting 
lay readers for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  Com-
mittee members, along with other congregation mem-
bers, provide leadership for services in the Rabbi’s ab-
sence.   Highlights during the past year included:                   
 The committee members, along with other con-
gregants, provided lay leadership for services during 
Rabbi Cashman’s sabbatical.                      
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in 1986, houses two synagogues, the JCC, the Feder-

ation, and Jewish Family Services.  And down the road 

in Newburgh, two synagogues are now sharing a 

building, and the campus is adding the JCC, the Fed-

eration and JFS offices. Even as we’ve seen a de-

crease in the number of school-age children, we’ve 

had incredible growth in the number of people taking 

advantage of our adult programs. Some of our cours-

es this past year had as many students attending as 

we had on any particular Sunday of Religious School. 

We began to offer daytime classes for the first time to 

appeal to the significant demographic of retirees, and 

are drawing in large numbers of non-members in ad-

dition to our own members.  

 One significant milestone was reached on 

Shabbat morning a month ago when the monthly 

study group of the Prophets finished, after 116 

months, that entire middle section of the Bible. Just 

yesterday, that group began the third part of the Bi-

ble, the Writings, starting with the Psalms.  

 

 I spent 3 months this year on sabbatical, and I 

am grateful to all who made that  possible, from Con-

gregational leadership past and present, to those who 

filled in on Friday nights, and those who had to pick 

up an extra measure of work. It allowed me to finish 

the book I started 12 years ago, which is about 3 par-

agraphs away from completion. In my research, I’ve 

read much of the current thinking on synagogues, and 

I hope that in the time to come the congregation, its 

leadership, and the Board will hear me out on some 

of the state of the art thinking about synagogues.  

 One current idea is that synagogues are sus-

tained by personal bonds, and not necessarily by pro-

grams. Heretofore, the synagogue has often operated 

on a transactional basis: you pay dues, and you get 

certain services for those dues. The downfall is that 

when people feel they don’t need the services, they 

don’t need to be members. However, when we have 

strong personal relationships, we have a sense of 

community, and we’ll stick around for that sense of 

community because we cannot live without. I began 

to make this point in April 2008, and the idea is 

reaching greater audiences through Dr Ron Wolfson’s 

Relational Judaism,  a finalist for a 2013 National 

Jewish Book Award.    

 Our great task is not just to enroll people as 

members of the synagogue. The real task, the one 

that’s both the most challenging and the most re-

warding, is to engage people with Judaism. We need 

to come out of the closet and say that Judaism can be 

a significant force in increasing personal meaning  

  

Annual Report to the Congregation 

June 9, 2014 

Rabbi Donald P. Cashman 

 

 I’m pleased to be giving my 29th Annual Re-

port to the Congregation at its 42nd Annual Meeting.  

  

 It’s been a particularly interesting year at 

B’nai Sholom as we devoted an amazing amount of 

time and energy planning for the future. It is perhaps 

the third time in the last 20 years that this amount of 

congregational energy went into future planning. I am 

recalling the process from around 1997 when we 

were considering adding on to and refurbishing our 

building, a process that led to 7 new classrooms, 

three new office spaces, a new library, a storage clos-

et, and one new accessible restroom, plus the glorifi-

cation of this sanctuary. I am also recalling our long-

term planning process that began in October 2004 

and lasted to April 2006.  

 The efforts made this past year were focused 

on our Religious School. I shall not repeat at length 

what you already know about the process and the 

outcome. It does bear repeating that we are caught 

up in long-term demographic trends: Jews are marry-

ing later, having fewer children, not staying or moving 

to Albany; younger generations are said “not to be 

joiners” but rather are “do-it-yourselfers” so will find 

their information on the Internet, and will find offici-

ants for weddings, funerals, and b’nai mitzvah when 

they need them. The increasing secularity of society 

has made the practice of religion just another option-

al activity. In families with more than one religious 

background, even attempting to choose one religious 

focus for the children becomes an emotional mine-

field; thus we see only about 10% of the children of 

intermarriage receive any degree of formal Jewish 

education. (For every one of these children in our Reli-

gious School, there are 9 out there). And, while the 

stock market is at record highs, wage have remained 

static and people still feel oppressed by the economic 

turndown of 2008.  

 Thus, we have fewer member families, fewer 

school-aged children, fewer b’nai mitzvah. This is the 

story almost everywhere in the US. Lest all be doom 

and gloom, I did see a 1990 Jewish demographic re-

port that showed that after 1980, the birthrate went 

up; this means there will be increasing numbers of 

30+ year old coming up the pipeline.  

 The consolidation we are undertaking with 

B’Yachad is, I believe, a good thing for our kids, and a 

good thing for our community. It represents on a 

much smaller scale efforts such as Sholom Park in 

Charlotte, NC, where a 54-acre campus, established  
Continued on p. 
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President’s report continued 
  

 Days of Awe services were well attended with 
high participation by con-
gregants in the service;                              
 Simchat Torah 
was especially well 
attended this year;                                                                                     
 Despite a mid-
week date, many congre-
gants attended the Tu B’Shevat Seder, which was led by  
David Liebschutz. Rabbi Cashman led the singings and 
numerous volunteers provided and prepared the food 
for the Seder;                                                                        
 A reprise of the wildly popular Beatles Purim 
shpiel, led by our fearless director Ben Marvin and 
“B’nai Sholom’s Home Grown Purim Band” - Phil 
Teumim, Mark Silverbush, Roy Fruiterman and Mike 
Weiler. 

Adult Education Committee: 

Committee activities continue to support a wide variety 
of events aimed at adult participants. These events in-
cluded:                                                            

Courses on the Bible, Hebrew and Yiddish, and archae-
ology;                                                               

Screenings of films like Leon the Pig Farmer, Love at 
Second Sight, Born in Berlin and Mahler on the Couch;            
  

Adult Torah study and He-
brew practice;   

The Synagogue Scholars lec-
ture series, featuring talks by 
our own congregants;                               
  

Rabbi Cashman’s talk on the true story of Hanukkah, 
which was held in a different type of sanctuary for us – 
at Professor Java’s Coffee Sanctuary on Wolf Road;                           
                                                

The “Musical Bridges” lecture by Robert Cohen, pre-
sented through the NY Council for the Humanities. 

Membership Committee:                                                The 
Membership committee focuses on recruitment and 
retention, reaching out to potential new congregants 
while planning activities and events that provide ways 

Fundraising Committee                                                    
Projects of the Fundraising committee this year includ-
ed:                                                                     The 
Goods and Services Auction was held this year. This bi-
ennial event requires a tremendous effort from com-
mittee members and raises thousands of dollars. It is 
also an incredibly fun event, featuring spirited bidding 
and amusing repartee from auctioneers and bidders;       
                                                         Chilipa-
looza, which each year garners more participants and 
attention from the larger community;                                                                               
 Judaica sale;                                                   
 The ShopRite and Hannaford Gift card program, 
which provides income to congregation through the 
sale of full face value gift cards at no additional cost, 
markup, or fee;                                                      
 Purim Baskets (Mishloach Manot) continues to 
be a popular fundraiser. 

Social Action Committee (SAC)                                       
The SAC is dedicated to “Tikkun Olam. “ For the com-
mittee, this includes efforts related to: 

Hunger – the committee partners with other social jus-
tice groups to raise public awareness. Last fall, B’nai 
Sholom was a co-sponsor of the Empty Bowls fundrais-
er, donating bowls, baking desserts, and helping serve 
soup. SAC also provides volunteers to Beth Emeth for 
the Arbor Hill soup kitchen. The committee continues to 
collect for the Regional Food Bank through the blue 
collection bins by the entryway.                                                          
Literacy – the “Books for Babies” program promotes 
the importance of reading to a baby even before he or 
she is born. The first 300 books were delivered to the 
ob/gyn offices of Community Care Physicians in the 
Troy area, and provide early exposure to expectant par-
ents on reading and conversing with children as a key 
part of promoting and developing language skills. Span-
ish language books will soon be added to the program. 
SAC also works with the Capital Region Coalition for 
Literacy and the Whitney Young Health Center.                      
Health Care - committee members support the Capital 
District Alliance for Universal Health Care (CDAUH), 
providing space, supplies, and copying services. Over 
the past years since this involvement began, members 
of the SAC have been involved with some of the 21 
screenings of “The Health Care Movie” to over 750 peo-
ple. Several B’nai Sholom congregants participated in 
different roles at a Health Care lobby day, advocating 
for a single payer system in New York State.             
 Ongoing, regular activities for the committee 
include blood drives and clothing drives. 

Continued on p. 



YAHRTZEITS 
 

The following Yahrtzeits will be observed in JULY 

  4 Nathan Tauss*, Cindy Berkowitz*, Saul Ikler, Eugene K. Weiss, Janet Samuels Greenbaum*, Ella Kerper, 

 Samuel Englander*, Buehl Ray, Celia Kaufman*, Robert James Harris, Lillian Shanks 

11 Solomon Dachman, Hyman Moskowitz, Eleanor Finkelstein, Stanley Samuels, Inez Greenbaum, Harold 

 Roth*, Sonny Brenner, Morris Bosin 

18 Naftali Propp, Paul Tafler*, Ludwig P. Bergman*, Rosemary Kindlon Roe, Leslie Adler, Jean Norris Rudman, 

 Gerda Neustadt Frankel, Ellen Eckstein Rudinger, Rose Lazoroff*, Dorothy Ikler 

25  Gerald Fruiterman, Barbara Wachs, Rudolph Stern*, Barney Ginsburg*, Edith Eidelman, Arnold M. Heart, 

 Dror Koren, S. Gerald Duckor, Adele Pastor, Bernice Smith, Benjamin Binewitch*, Evelyn Pogoda 

 

      The following Yahrtzeits will be observed in AUGUST 

  1 Eleanor Friedman, Helen Adler, Kim Kuang Ho, Alex M. Rabineau*, Samuel C. Warshaw*, Anne Bergman*, 

 Rose Pollack, Peter Pflanz, Alice Tausig Rozett 

  8 Lorraine Tharus, Milton Swartz, Betty Spencer, Esther Binewitch*, Isidore Dinkin, Eva Gordon, Jacob Grover, 

 Arnold Dubb, Walter R. Grayson, Sr.,  

15 Samuel Walker*, Ed Pacuk, Gerald Hazard, Lore Hauptman, Miriam Falb, Gina Kleinfeld, Robert Stoller, 

22 Elaine S. Cashman, Frieda Hoffmann, Gail Bergman*, Sylvia Garber, Lenore Greiman, Albert Einstein*, Ann 

 Radosh, Oscar Rozett, Max Kuperman 

29 Rose Kesler, Sydell Morris, Nathan Green, Marvin J. Finkelstein*, Franklyn Cole, Arthur T. Singer*, Louis 

 Greenstein*, Minna Katzin*, Martin Klein 
 

 *denotes that a Perpetual Memorial has been established 

BULLETIN SCHEDULE 
 

Please note the deadlines for this SPE-
CIAL PUBLICATION SCHEDULE: 
 

ISSUE     __________   __    _DEADLINE  
SEPTEMBER  
THROUGH  
mid-OCTOBER                  August 13 
 

Mid-OCTOBER  
THROUGH  
NOVEMBER                       October 1 

Please note that the Of-

fice Manager will be out 

of the office from July 4 

through July 18 and will 

return to the office on 

Monday, July 21.   

The Rabbi will be in and 

calls will be monitored. 

                                                                

and  purpose, family enrichment, and societal change.  

 We need to remember that we are descendants of 

Abraham, who broke the idols. We need to be like 

Abraham, breaking those false idols.   

 We need to remember that we are the people of 

Moses, who led people to freedom: We need to be 

like Moses, bringing others to freedom.  

 We need to remember that we are kin to Ruth, who 

saw that our way of life is twofold, when she said to 

Naomi “Your people shall me my people, and your 

God, my God.” We need delight in  our kinship to 

each other, and revel in our relationship to the Crea-

tor.  

 

 Judaism is more than bagels, more than yabba-bim-

bim, more than lifting someone up in a chair at a simcha. And 

when we are able to express that to the people around us, they 

will come to understand that there is something significant hap-

pening here, and at other synagogues as well.  

 

 I hope I can count on you in the coming year to come 

out of the closet with me. Last I heard, it’s still legal in all 50 

states to be a Jew.  

Rabbi’s report continued  
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President’s Report continued 

 

  

Caring Community:                                                             
The Caring Community committee continued to provide 
support to members in need, by:                            
 Sending notes and visiting sick congregants;                       
 Providing rides to medical appointments and 
Shabbat services;                                                
 Sending Keep in Touch packages to college stu-
dents.                                                                                   
 This year they also provided emergency grocery 
shopping trips. 

Public Relations and Marketing Committee:                The 
accomplishments of this committee are too numerous to 
count. Pretty much every single activity undertaken by 
the congregation has had involvement by this com-
mittee. This means writing and designing posters, ads, 
and press releases; simplifying our website address; in-
creasing the synagogue’s presence on Facebook; and 
working with the Technology committee to keep the 
website up to date.  Last fall’s membership campaign 
featured radio and newspaper advertising, along with 
the use of lawn signs along Whitehall Road. Their publici-
ty efforts resulted in news coverage of the “Books for 
Babies” program.  

Other Committee Activities: 

The Cemetery committee helps our members and their 
families.     with the purchase of burial plots at the B’nai 
Sholom Cemetery, a partition of the Elmwood Cemetery 
in Troy, NY, and to coordinate with area funeral direc-
tors, monument companies and cemetery staff.                                                              
Hospitality committee organized onegs with a goal of 
having every member of the congregation host an oneg. 
The purchase of reusable plates and bowls has provided 
a nicer way of serving or eating food at the congrega-
tion, while supporting our goal of being a green congre-
gation and reducing waste.                                               
Although the Youth committee is still without a youth 
coordinator, committee members and other parents 
came together to provide a Purim carnival for Religious 
School students.                                                                 
House committee is constantly on call to fix anything 
that goes wrong mechanically with our building from 
plumbing to the parking lot, or even climbing high up on 
a ladder to hammer a finishing nail or two into the ark.                                                          
Library committee actively maintains our library, bring-
ing new works of Jewish fiction and nonfiction to the 
congregation for your reading enjoyment.                  

Scholarship committee provides scholarships for our 
kids to attend Jewish camps and to take summer Israel 
trips.  This year, $3945 was awarded to eight kids for this 
purpose.                                                                                                                     
Technology committee keeps our computers running 
properly and maintains our website. Increased use of 
computers, the web, and social media means not just 
more maintaining or installing equipment and software, 
but also more “help desk” calls from congregants and 
staff.   

As I wind down the last few minutes of my term, I think 
back on the many challenges, festivals, and occasions we 
have shared. I’ll admit it – this has not been easy. But it 
has been incredibly rewarding – for me personally, and 

hopefully, for the congregation. Before I go, I need to 
extend a few words of thanks.  

First, to the Rabbi, and the entire Board of Trustees 
for their guidance and wise counsel; to Elizabeth 
Alowitz, for running our religious school program so 
gracefully and fearlessly at the same time as we 
were exploring alternative options; to Becky 
Marvin, our office manager who is always there to 
provide historical perspective and remind us of 
what needs to get done, and when. To the entire 
congregation, for understanding that change is not 
easy, and being willing to embrace it. And finally, to 
my wonderful friends and family – Karl and Ben. 
They have coped with late night meetings and 
phone calls, interrupted vacations or soccer outings, 
and have supported me as I tried to provide leader-
ship for our congregation. I could not have done 
this without them, and I value their love, support, 
and most especially – their sense of humor.  

In closing, I want to formally introduce our incoming 
president Mimi Bruce, or as one congregant put it, 
“A president who delivers.” It has such a privilege to 
get to know Mimi, and to work with her. We have 
thrown many challenges her way, and she has never 
failed to deliver in dealing with these challenges. 
During board meetings, she is always the person 
who somehow manages to cut through the various 
conversations and opinions and beautifully craft 
some common ground. I have no doubt that she will 
provide outstanding leadership and success to our 

congregation in the years to come. Thank you.    
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B’nai Sholom Reform Congregation 

Adult Education -- Fall 2014 

 

Courses 

 

The Bible As Literature 
Teacher: Francine Berg 

Monday evenings, Sept. 8 – Oct. 27, 7:30 – 9:00 p.m. (8 weeks) 

$60; $40 discounted fee for BSRC members 
 

This class will examine portions of the Bible that illuminate the human experience, analyzed 

through the critical lens of contemporary literary interpretation. We will consider Biblical ex-

amples of stories with heroes, comedy and tragedy, and lyric poetry. The course will culmi-

nate in conversation about some unifying themes. 
 

Not a required text, but suggested resource for further reading:  How To Read the Bible as 

Literature ... and Get More Out of It, by Leland Ryken. 
 

Fran Berg holds a baccalaureate degree from Brooklyn College and a Master’s degree in 

English literature from SUNY Albany. Ms. Berg has 35 years of experience teaching English 

literature in the Albany and Rensselaer school systems, where she received multiple awards 

and student acclamations. 
 

 

 

The Land of Israel in Jewish Thought – Part I 

(Biblical, Rabbinic and Medieval Periods) 
Teacher: Rabbi Don Cashman 

Monday evenings, Nov. 3 – Dec. 22, 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. (8 classes) 

$45; $30 discounted fee for BSRC members 

 

The special character of the Land of Israel and the unique relationship of the Jews to that 

Land loom large in Jewish thought. In this class we’ll look at the Biblical sources of the Abra-

hamic Covenant, the Mosaic traditions, exilic and post-exilic prophets; the rabbinic writings 

of Talmud and Midrash; and medieval writings such as liturgical texts, poetry, philosophy, 

and mystical literature (Kabbalah). These express a wide variety of themes including love for 

the Land, special laws applicable only to activities taking place there, rituals based on the 

Land’s climate and agricultural cycles, and attempts to imbue the Land with meaning even 

from the vantage of distant exile. 

 

A second class offered Winter of 2015 will examine this topic from the 16th Century to the 

modern period. Each class can be taken independently. 

 

REGISTRATION FORM LOCATED ON PAGE 11 
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Ancient Origins of Anti-Semitism 

Teacher: Steven Stark-Riemer 

Tuesday mornings, Sept. 16 – Oct. 28, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. (7 classes) 

$54; $36 discounted fee for BSRC members 

 

Steven Stark-Riemer continues the presentation of his popular series of courses previously 

taught at B’nai Sholom, offered in a daytime time slot. This course will consider the modern 

terms “anti-Semitism,” “anti-Judaism,” and “Judeophobia” for their appropriateness in un-

derstanding attitudes towards Jews in the ancient world and will review the history of vio-

lence against Jews during an 800-year era from 410 BCE through 387 CE. Evidence from ar-

chaeology, ancient papyri, the later histories of Egypt, Hellenistic and Roman writings, the 

380 CE edict declaring Christianity to be official religion of the Roman Empire, and the de-

nouncement by early church leaders of Gentile Christians who observed the Torah will form 

the background of the discussion. The course will attempt to distinguish between the antip-

athy of Early Christianity toward Judaism as a threat to Christian identity and the later irra-

tionality of Middle Ages accusations against Jews of ritual murder, well poisoning, and other 

atrocities. 

 

An attorney by profession, Steven Stark-Riemer studied anthropology and archaeology at 

City College of New York and conducted fieldwork in Israel at the Tel Gezer excavations. 

Although he did not formally pursue this line of study, he continues to pursue his interest in 

the archaeology, history, and religion of the Ancient Near East. 
 

 

REGISTRATION FORM LOCATED ON PAGE 11 

 

 

 
Torah Study 
Saturday Mornings, 9:30 - 11 a.m. 
Extended Text Study one Saturday of each month, 9:30 a.m. - Noon 
 
 In Torah Study, we read translations and various commentaries in English, and discuss 
the meaning of the weekly Torah portion.   
 On Extended Study days, we’re been working our way through Psalms with Rabbi 
Cashman.  Our Extended Study is powered by coffee, bagels, and an assortment of other 
delicious breakfast food. 
 These sessions are open to all on a drop-in, occasional, or regular basis.  BYOB – Bring 
your own Bible, but we’ve got extras.  No previous knowledge necessary!  Share what you 
know! 

 

 

Movie Night 

 

Save the Date! Saturday night, November 8, 2014 
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SOCIAL ACTION 

 

North Star Peace Walk 

  SAVE THE DATE!  September 21, 2014 at 2:00 P.M. 
 

Share interfaith prayers, teachings, singing and fellowship. This will be a multi-
generational inclusive family,   NON-POLITICAL EVENT and we welcome your 
group/congregational banners and non-political signs of peace.  Join other community mem-

bers to reaffirm  common roots. 

Suggested Attire: White clothing  COST: FREE!  
SPONSORS:  Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, Albany Friends Meeting, Artists’ All-Faith Center, AMANI, Bethlehem Neigh-

bors for Peace, Better Together – The College of St. Rose, B’nai Sholom Reform Congregation,  Capital Area Council of Churches, 

Children at the Well, Church of St. Vincent de Paul,  Congregation Beth Emeth Social Action Committee, Congregation Gates of 

Heaven,  Fellowship of Reconciliation, First Lutheran Church of Albany, First Reformed Church of Schenectady, Grafton Peace 

Pagoda, Guru Nanak Darbar, Interfaith Community of Schenectady, Interfaith Hubbard Sanctuary, Interfaith Story Circle of the 

Capital District, Justice Committee of Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet Albany Province, Karma Triyana Dharmachaka, Kateri 

Peace Conference,  Masjid As-Salaam, Palestinian Rights Committee, Religions Without Borders, Saratoga Neighbors for Peace, 

Saratoga Peace Alliance, Schenectady Neighbors for Peace, The Interfaith Alliance of NYS,  The Interfaith Center UAlbany,   UAl-

bany Hillel,  UAlbany Interfaith Coalition, UAlbany Muslim Students Association, UAlbany Newman Catholic Association, UAlba-

ny Cornerstone Protestant Campus Ministry, Underground Railroad History Project of the Capital Region, Upper Hudson Peace 

Action, Veterans for Peace Chap. 10,  Women Against War.  

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/NORTHSTARPEACEWALKor www.northstarinterfaithpeacewalk.webs.com 
 

 -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -     

PRIOR TO THE PEACE WALK… 
 

With the upcoming month of Ramadan, have you wondered about the fasting practices of other reli-

gions?  What are the similar ities between religions regarding fasting?  Come to a panel discussion:  

FASTING PRACTICES IN FAITH TRADITIONS 

Date:  Thursday, July 24 at 7:00 pm  

Speakers:  Interfaith panel with faith leaders from the Capital District 

Location:  The Interfaith Center at UAlbany, University Drive West across the street from SEFCU Arena 

Special event:  Iftar — when Muslims break the fast daily with an evening meal during Ramadan 
 

You can help…. 

SQUASH HUNGER! 
 

Donate extra produce from your garden at these collection sites: 

 Delmar Farmers’ Market 

 New Covenant Presbyterian Church Farmers’ Market—Tuesday 3 pm to 6 pm 

 Honest Weight Food Coop 

 Delmar Marketplace at the Four Corners 

 ShopRite Stores 
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Have you moved? 

 

 

 

   Do you have a new 

    phone number? 

 

 

Did you change your email ad-

dress? 

 

 

 

 

THE FRIGE IS ON THE FRITZ! 

We are in need of a “new” refrigerator and 

would be glad to give your old one a home and 

it’s tax deductible! 

   Mazel Tov! 
-to Candy Raderman and Carey Hatch on 

the engagement of their son, Adam Hatch to 

Rachel     Peterson.  A fall 2015 wedding is 

planned. 

-to Lincoln Frasca who was named to Dean’s 

List at the University of Vermont. 

 

Registration Form for Adult Education Classes 

Fall 2014 
 

 

Name(s) ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone ________________E-mail__________________________________________________________ 
 

Address _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Bible as Literature       ____ $60 

         B’nai Sholom member discounted fee  ____ $40 
 

The Land of Israel in Jewish Thought, Part I   ____ $45 

 B’nai Sholom member discounted fee  ____ $30 
 

Ancient Origins of Anti-Semitism    ____ $54 

 B’nai Sholom member discounted fee  ____ $36 
 

         TOTAL ____________ 
 

Return form with check payable to: “B’nai Sholom” 

420 Whitehall Road,  Albany, NY 12208 
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RABBI:  Donald P. Cashman   

PRESIDENT: Melody Bruce 

OFFICE MANAGER:  Rebecca S. Marvin   

 

OFFICE HOURS:   

 MON/WEDS/THU/FRI    9:15 AM – 3:00 PM 

 

THE CONGREGATION NOTES WITH THANKS THESE CONTRIBUTIONS… 

General Fund 

In memory of Earl Marvin by Ben and Becky Marvin 

In memory of Jerry Flax by Ellie and Randy Davis 

In honor of Herb Swift’s special birthday by Bruce and Edith Goldstein 

In honor of Richard Propp’s special birthday by Howard and Bettina Stoller 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

In appreciation of end of Pesah service by Ellen Harris 

Caring Community Fund (Defibrillator Fund) 

In memory of Werner P. Frankel by Herb and Ruth Swift 

In memory of Ernst Swiscz by Herb and Ruth Swift 

Social Action Fund (Books for Babies) 

In honor of Melanie Rockefeller and Matthew Rockefeller by  Larry and Nancy 
Rockefeller 

 

 

THANK YOU 
--to the paper-cut brigade who 

prepared the June Bulletin:  Nan-

cy Rockefeller, Ellie  and Molly 

Davis, Anne and Sonny      Haus-

gaard   

--to the following congregants who provided us with 

a sweet Shabbat:   Margie Pass, Nancy and Larry 

Rockefeller, Ruth and Herb Swift,  Barbara and Jack 

Devore, Libby and David Liebschutz 


