
 

 

B’nai Sholom Reform Congregation 

420 WHITEHALL RD., ALBANY, NY 12208                                                             Phone: 518-482-5283 

E-mail: office@bnaisholom.albany.ny.us                                        visit us at http://www.bnaisholomalbany.org 

JUNE 2019                                                                                                           IYAR/SIVAN 5779 
 

JOIN US FOR THESE SERVICES 

AND STUDY SESSIONS 

Friday, May 31  EREV SHABBAT SERVICE  8:00 PM 
    First fruits of the Haftarah chanting class:  
    Melissa Putterman Hoffmann will chant from Hosea 2. 
    Rabbi Cashman will comment on the use of sexual 
    imagery in this and other prophetic books of the Bible. 
Saturday, June 1  EXTENDED STUDY – Chronicles 9:30 AM 
 
Friday, June 7  KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE - Confirmation 6:00 PM 
Saturday, June 8  TORAH STUDY:  Naso’  9:30 AM 
  TIKKUN LEIL SHAVUOT (Havdalah, study, food) 8:00 PM 
  See inside for reservation information. 
 
Friday, June 14  TOT SHABBAT SERVICE  5:30 PM 
  EREV SHABBAT SERVICE – High School 
                                             Graduation 8:00 PM 
Saturday, June 15  TORAH STUDY:  Be-ha’alotekha 9:30 AM 
 
Friday, June 21  EREV SHABBAT SERVICE  8:00 PM 
Saturday, June 22  TORAH STUDY:  Shelah-Lekha  9:30 AM 
 
Friday, June 28  EREV SHABBAT SERVICE  8:00 PM 
Saturday, June 29  TORAH STUDY:  Korah  9:30 AM 
 
Friday, July 5  KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE 6:00 PM 
Saturday, July 6  EXTENDED STUDY - Chronicles 9:30 AM 

 
 

 CONGREGATIONAL ANNUAL MEETING -- Tuesday, June 11, 2019 at 7:00 P.M. 

Approval of budget 

Election of trustees 

Election of officers 

Installation of the new leadership 

Reports by President Barbara Devore and Rabbi Don Cashman 

New initiatives for the coming year 

 

Preceded by: 

Pizza at 6:30 PM 

mailto:office@bnaisholom.albany.ny.us
http://www.bnaisholomalbany.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjQ26CZtP7aAhWIiOAKHWQYA9IQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.afpchicago.org/annual-meeting&psig=AOvVaw3iFTSVQUO2l2P3Mu3UF-Yx&ust=1526153765244087
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From our Rabbi… 

 
Passover…seder  
Sukkot…booths  
Rosh Hashanah…shofar  
Hanukkah…candles  
Shavuot…cheesecake? 
 
Late spring brings us the holiday of Shavuot, the Rodney Dangerfield of Jewish holidays. Does Shavuot 
get no respect because it has no big gimmick of its own?  
 
Just over 200 years ago, the earliest Reformers gave Shavuot a push by creating the ceremony of 
Confirmation, a class exercise for adolescents that they hoped would replace Bar Mitzvah and would 
also give a place to young women as well, since Bat Mitzvah ceremonies didn’t begin for another century. 
Most Reform congregations still hold Confirmation on or around Shavuot. We’ll hold it this year on the 
day before Shavuot, on Friday, June 7, during our 6 PM service.  
 
The unfortunate side effect of stressing Confirmation on Shavuot is that we narrowed the audience for it 
rather than widening it. It became an event for youth, their families, and friends. We also became 
witnesses to an event, rather than participants.  
 
The Kabbalists of 16th century Tzefat (Safed) in the Galilee began the custom that has gained popularity 
in recent decades of Tikkun Leil Shavuot, an all-night study session. Because Shavuot is the anniversary 
of the Israelites’ experience at Mount Sinai, we emulate their anxious sleepless night before the Giving 
of Torah. Or, as others said, they fell asleep waiting for Moses, and this is in contrast. 
 
Some historians link the start and growth of Tikkun Leil Shavuot to the start of the coffee trade in Europe. 
On that, I recommend The Coffee Trader by David Liss, a novelist who often writes on Jewish-related 
topics.  
 
We hosted our first Tikkun Leil Shavuot last year to great success, and wish to continue.  
 

Tikkun Leil Shavuot 5779 
Saturday night, June 8, from 8:00 PM to 12:30 AM 

Come late/leave early/drop in 
It’s a dairy potluck event.  

Sign up here: http://www.luckypotluck.com/potluck/TikkunLeilShavuot 
Add whatever you’d like to bring.  

Havdalah for the end of Shabbat – study and discussion of various topics and texts— 
-regular (or continual) noshing – singing- 

L’chaim on this year’s batch of etrog liqueur! 
 

Alas, after Shavuot, the spring holiday season is done, with the joyous festivals picking up only at Rosh 
Hashanah, which will be on Sunday, September 29. Hope to see you before then! 

 

http://www.luckypotluck.com/potluck/TikkunLeilShavuot
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President’s Message 
 
Last month we lost Richard Propp, one of the founding members of B’nai Sholom. Richard was a 
kind, gentle, and forward-thinking man, who always made time to listen and provide guidance and 
support to me in my role as committee chair, member of the Board of Trustees, and recently, as 
President.  I will miss him.   

Richard was also one of the group of people who, in 1971, formed the New Reform Congregation.  
In the document that served to recruit members, the “Invitation to Join an Adventure in Reform 
Judaism,” it invited others to become a founding member of a new reform congregation built upon 
the idea that “only by keeping a Temple small and modest, democratic and flexible, and personal 
and warm, can human and spiritual needs be met.”  The founders described the New Reform 
Congregation (later to be renamed B’nai Sholom Reform Congregation) as to consist of no more 
than 250 families, so democratic that meetings will be open to the entire congregation, creative in 
the way it educates the children, and a congregation in which “success is measured by the 
involvement of its members and by the quality of human relationships it generates.”  

When I joined B’nai Sholom over 25 years ago, many founding members were still active, serving 
on committees and overall supporting the vision of our congregation.  However, today that 
responsibility falls to us, the current membership.  One way we can fulfill this obligation is to attend 
and actively participate in the Annual Meeting, this year scheduled for Tuesday, June 11th.  At the 
meeting you will receive updates on the discussions with Temple Israel and Hebrew Academy 
about co-location, the Rabbi Search, and the religious school, and will have the opportunity to vote 
on the annual budget and new and continuing members of the Board of Trustees.   

It is our responsibility to carry on the vision of the founding members.  I hope to see you on 
June 11th.   

Shalom, 

Barbara Devore, President    
 
 
 

State Senator Anna Kaplan Coming to B’nai Sholom 
Monday, June 3 – 7 P.M. 

 
We will be hosting State Senator Anna Kaplan, the first political refugee and first Iranian 
American elected to the NYS Senate.  Kaplan will recap her life story and describe her unexpected 
path to public service. 
 
Anna Kaplan was born Anna Monahemi in Tabriz, Iran, and raised in Tehran.  When she was 12 
years old, she fled the Islamic Revolution as a child refugee and arrived in the United States as 
part of an airlift of Iranian children. 
 
Kaplan initially stayed in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, and then fostered with a family in Chicago 
where she learned English and attended high school until her parents and family were able to 
legally join her in the United States more than a year later.  She went on to graduate from Yeshiva 
University’s Stern College for Women and Benjamin Cardozo School of Law.  In November 2018, 
Kaplan won the Senate seat representing the Great Neck area on Long Island. 
 
All are welcome to join us. 
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SOCIAL ACTION/SOCIAL JUSTICE 
B’nai Sholom is a Brit Olam congregation 

 

PRIDE PARADE 

SUNDAY, JUNE 9 
 

 

PRAYING WITH OUR FEET 
Will you be marching behind the B’nai Sholom banner?  Part of our Covenant with the World as 
a Brit Olam congregation includes supporting the rights of the LGBTQ community and all people.  
Rabbi Jonah Pesner (URJ Senior Vice President) said that, “in actions to repair the world we 
can hear God’s voice.” 

This year the parade falls on Shavuot, the date we celebrate to commemorate God’s gift of the 
Torah at Sinai.  Rabbi Emeritus Peter S. Knobel of Beth Emet The Free Synagogue in Evanston, 
IL, related that, “Living in relationship with God calls upon us to make an ancient experience our 
own by celebrating a moment when God and Israel meet.   Each of us is summoned to return to 
Sinai.  For many of us, it is a return to a familiar place where we once again see the mountain 
wrapped in smoke, shaking in volcanic eruption; hear the shofar’s echo; and experience the still 
small voice that changed the world forever and changes us each time we hear its silence.  It is a 
voice that turns us to study and deed, Torah and mitzvot.” 

The civil rights for the LGBTQ community are rooted in the belief that all human beings are 
created b’tzelem Elohim, in the image of God, and in Leviticus 19:18 we are told, “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.”   

We all stood together at Sinai. Deut. 29:14. Let us all take a stand together on June 9. 

Parade participants will meet at 9:30 am at the corner of Henry Johnson Blvd. and State 
St. on the north side of Washington Park.  Be sure to call Candy Raderman at 518-466-
2328 or email Becky Marvin at rmarvin@nycap.rr.com so we can keep count and arrange 
carpools if necessary. 

 
 

TIKKUN OLAM OPPORTUNITY---BUILDING THE WORLD WE 

WANT 
 

Albany has a reputation as being a welcoming community for immigrants and refugees because 
of the many organizations offering assistance.  One organization is Refugee and Immigrant 
Support Services of Emmaus (RISSE), a family-based center that supports newcomers in 
building sustainable lives in the United States.  Services include after-school child care, ESL 
classes for adults, as well as assistance with locating housing and support services.   
 

The center in the Pine Hills neighborhood of Albany 
needs many helping hands for its PLAYGROUND 
PROJECT –RISSE TOGETHER!  This community effort 
will build a playground during the weekend of June 22-23 
and many volunteers are needed.  You can join a “team” 
or donate goods and services as well.   
 
To volunteer for this great project go to http://www.risse-
albany.org/home/

mailto:rmarvin@nycap.rr.com
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The congregation notes with profound sadness the 
death of Richard Propp. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 B’nai Sholom Reform Congregation, a Reform Jewish synagogue, is a community 
that fosters individual, family and congregational spirituality by engaging in worship and 
prayer, promoting learning on all levels, supporting each other’s needs, bettering our 
community and our world, and forging connections with worldwide Jewry. 

 We take pride in being warm, welcoming, informal, progressive, open-minded, 
diverse, and participatory. 

 We strive to create a vibrant Jewish present, linking our ancient traditions with the 
promise of the future. 

 

Would you be interested in hosting a 

Rosh Hashanah Luncheon? 

Monday, September 30, 2019 
 

We provide invitations, stamps, & assistance 
coordinating this POTLUCK event. 

              Please contact Hana Sullenger 
                          for more details. 
        hszima@yahoo.com or 518-542-7863 

 
 

B’nai Sholom Rosh Hashanah Luncheons are a longstanding tradition that has been enjoyed by our 
members and guests for many years.  It is a wonderful way to visit with other congregants, 

reconnect with old friends and make new connections. 

mailto:hszima@yahoo.com
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B’nai Sholom Legacy Society 
 

 

The Campaign continues!   

 Are you ready to join? 
 
 

 
 

 

Speak to a member of the Legacy Committee to learn more. 
 

 Committee members are: Mimi Bruce, Chair; Libby Liebschutz, Barry  

 Pendergrass, Dave Ray, Stuart Schwartz, and Howie Stoller. 
 

“As my ancestors planted for me, so do I plant for those who will come after me.” -- Talmud Ta’anit 23 

 

Ensuring the Future 

of B’nai Sholom … 
 

… Creating a Jewish Legacy Today! 
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The following Yahrtzeits will be observed in June. 
 
6/7 Ernst Swiwcz; Werner P. Frankel; Julius Golderman; Frances Ochshorn Black*; Bea 
Fogel; Hal Rosenthal; Louis H. Sobell*; Donald Putterman*; B. Howard Savitt; Jacob 
Aronson*; Harry Weiss; Sam Rauch 

6/14 Gertrude Einstein*; Nathan Hess*; Edward Shapiro; Sol Gordon; Dora Edelman; Leo 
Levin; Jerome Hoffmann* 

6/21 Ralph Owen; Lorena Abrams*; Martin Gilsenberg; Mildy Fischel; Gerry Green; Isadore 
T. Jaffe*; Selma Jarett; Martin Neuburger; Jeannette Lubitch Katz; Mary Finnan Blakeslee; 
Jennie Dubb*; Marion Goldstein* 

6/28 Bernard Herbert; Ella Kerper; Minerva Knee; Rubin Fiegelson*; Ilene Goldman; Cindy 
Berkowitz*; Lynn Horowitz; Saul Ikler; Janet Samuels Greenbaum*; Nathan Tauss* 

 *denotes that a Perpetual Memorial has been established. 
 
 

THE CONGREGATION NOTES WITH THANKS THESE CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

You can contribute online at:  https://bnaisholom.albany.ny.us/donations/ 
 
General Fund 
In memory of Richard Propp by: 
Christine Blackman; Lee Brice; Ellie and Randy Davis; Rema Goldstein; Stephen and Phyllis 
Hillinger; Barney Horowitz; William and Elizabeth Nathan; Herb and Ruth Swift; Barry and 
Sheila Wolfensohn 
In memory of William Lacov by the Seguine Family. 
In memory of Judy Reeder by Mark and Cheryl Reeder. 
With gratitude for Torah Study by Irene Harbison. 
Mazal Tov to Mark and Cheryl Reeder on the birth of their grandson Caleb by Marlene 
Glass. 
In memory of Leonarda DeFronzo by Ben and Becky Marvin. 
In memory of Ida Domfort by Howard and Marcus Domfort. 
 
Social Action Fund 
In memory of Richard Propp by: 
Bruce and Edith Goldstein; David and Libby Liebschutz; Anne Hausgaard; Ben and Becky 
Marvin; Eric Seidman 
 
Social Action Fund – Books for Babies 
In memory of Richard Propp by: 
Anne Hausgaard; Gail and Larry Volk 
 
Endowment Fund 
In memory of Richard Propp by: 
Janis and Stewart Altmayer; Maria and Ivan Vamos 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Italia-America Cultural Foundation of New York 

https://bnaisholom.albany.ny.us/donations/
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B’Yachad Wraps Up Another Successful Year 
 

The B'Yachad school year came to a successful close on May 4.  Parents, students, 
faculty, and staff enjoyed a gathering and celebrated the graduation of the eighth grade 
class.  We also took the opportunity to thank Rabbi Miriam for her engaged and supportive 
leadership during her time as principal.  We are grateful to all the families who helped to 
make the school a success this year and look forward to next year.  While some things will 
change -- the school is searching for a new principal -- it will remain at Ohav Shalom for 
the 2019-2020 school year.  Julie Novkov, who is completing her term as B'Yachad's 
Board of Education President, appreciates having worked with the board for the last three 
years and especially our wonderful B'nai Sholom crew, Julie Friedman and Laura Kaplan. 
As Julie and Laura leave the B'Yachad board, there are fresh opportunities for involvement 
in this important institution for Jewish education in the Capital District. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

……to the following who recently hosted an Oneg Shabbat: Sharona Wachs and Rabbi 
Cashman, Lois Gordon, Linda and Rich Strohl, Jodi Kerper and Karl Rethemeyer and the 
Member Events Committee. 
 
……to the Bulletin Brigade who helped fold, insert and stuff envelopes to get the May 
Bulletin out:  Steve Ableman, Cheryl Reeder, Martie Teumim, Jim Savitt, Amy Sternstein 
and Rema Goldstein.  
 
……to Amy Sternstein who processed the entire annual meeting mailing to all congregants. 
 
 
 
 
 
RABBI:  Donald P. Cashman 
PRESIDENT:  Barbara Devore 
OFFICE MANAGER:  Christine Blackman 
BOOKKEEPER:  Lisa Allendorph 
OFFICE HOURS:  MON/WED/THURS/FRI 9:30 AM–3:30 PM 
 
 
 
 

 

Articles and news received after the deadline are subject to omission. 
As a rule, the bulletin deadline is the 2nd Wednesday of every month.  Adherence to the 

deadline is critical to ensuring the bulletin is sent out in a timely manner. 
Period Covered                                                                                                     Deadline 
July………………………………………………………..…………………..................June 12 
August…………………………………………………………………………..…………July 10 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwict-zxtvbPAhXMGj4KHRTpBG8QjRwIBw&url=https://committee100.org/25-years/&psig=AFQjCNFAodkAnojAqzB-DnF3sxeepfHIgg&ust=1477501129393518

