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JOIN US FOR THESE SERVICES 

AND STUDY SESSIONS 
 

 
 

Friday, November 6 KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE 6:00 PM 
Saturday, November 7 TORAH STUDY:  Hayyei Sarah  Gen 23.1-25.18 9:30 AM 
 SHABBAT SERVICE 10:30 AM 
 B’not Mitzvah of Lina and Mimi Morse 
 
Friday, November 13 EREV SHABBAT SERVICE - Membership Shabbat 8:00 PM 
Saturday, November 14 PSALMS STUDY  Extended study with coffee and bagels 9:30 AM 
 
Friday, November 20 EREV SHABBAT SERVICE 8:00 PM 
Saturday, November 21 TORAH STUDY:  Va-yetse’  Gen 28.10-32.3 9:30 AM 
 
Friday, November 27 EREV SHABBAT SERVICE 8:00 PM 
Saturday, November 28 TORAH STUDY:  Va-yishlah  Gen 32.4-36.43 9:30 AM 
 
Friday, December 4 KABBALAT SHABBAT SERVICE 6:00 PM 
Saturday, December 5 EXTENDED STUDY:  Va-yeshev  Gen 37.1-40.23 9:30 AM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 B’nai Sholom Reform Congregation, a Reform Jewish synagogue, is a community 
that fosters individual, family and congregational spirituality by engaging in worship and 
prayer, promoting learning on all levels, supporting each others’ needs, bettering our 
community and our world, and forging connections with worldwide Jewry. 
 We take pride in being warm, welcoming, informal, progressive, open-minded, 
diverse, and participatory. 
 We strive to create a vibrant Jewish present, linking our ancient traditions with the 
promise of the future. 

mailto:office@bnaisholom.albany.ny.us
http://www.bnaisholom.albany.ny.us/
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From our Rabbi… 

 
 The news from Israel gets more distressing each day.  Sporadic episodes of violence have 

become regularly occurring episodes of violence.  Innocent people are attacked and killed not only by 

assailants, but also by “defenders” who shoot first and ask questions later.  Adolescents have become the 

new wave of terrorists.  

 The rockets from Gaza have started up again with increasing frequency.  Refugees from the 

Syrian crisis – by some counts there are nearly 12 million refugees in and out of Syria – are wandering, 

and the security of Israel’s northeast border in the Golan Heights is at risk.  Crises in Egypt and Sudan 

have also put pressure on Israel’s borders.   

 From friends and family in Jerusalem I hear that the cafes, restaurants, and markets are sparsely 

attended.  People limit their time out.  Teens who are used to being independent resist parental warnings 

and restrictions.  Not that this is a heavy tourist season anyway, but tourism, an important industry, is 

down.   

 The world, it seems, doesn’t like it when Jews resist.  Atrocities against populations throughout 

the world are ignored, while Israel gets condemned for every minor act of trying to protect its citizens.  I 

saw a mock-up of a newspaper story: “If they covered 9/11 the way they cover Israel, the headline 

would read ‘15 Saudis killed in airplane accidents.’”   

 The UN, ironically a major party to the founding of the State of Israel with its November 29, 

1947 partition vote, continues to assault Israel.  The most recent (as of this writing) evil output from that 

body was the UNESCO Executive Board vote that the Tomb of the Patriarchs in Hebron (the traditional 

burial place of Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebecca, Jacob, and Leah), and Rachel’s Tomb on the outskirts 

of Bethlehem are Muslim holy sites and “an integral part of Palestine.”  The resolution also castigated 

Israel for changing the status quo on the Temple Mount and impeding Muslim worship there, changes 

which in fact have not happened.  The Director General of UNESCO herself has deplored the resolution. 

She was able to have a clause dropped from it that declared the Western Wall a Muslim holy site as part 

of al-Aqsa Mosque.  

 Mahmoud Abbas, the President of the Palestinian National Authority, now in the 11th year of his 

4-year term, has ceased to be even a suggested partner for peace.  He has little credibility with his own 

people, and continues to distance himself from rational thought.   

 Prime Minster Binyamin Netanyahu did not help when he asserted that the Holocaust, the murder 

of the Six Million, was the suggestion of the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, who told Hitler he didn’t want 

the Jews fleeing to British-controlled Palestine, and instead Hitler should burn them.    

 Significant percentages of the population don’t contribute to the economy through their 

unemployment by choice (the hareidim/ultra-Orthodox), and this same population extorts much support 

from the state for its social-services networks. Twenty-five percent of the kindergartners in Jerusalem 

are hareidi or Arab; only 22% of the hareidim take the high school baccalaureate exam, and only 8% 

pass, limiting them to opportunities in the private sector (and in the army, for those that choose to enter). 

  

 It’s time to write a new prayer for the welfare of the State of Israel. Where to start?  

  

 L’shalom, 

 

Rabbi Don Cashman 
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"Far and Wide" Concert a Musical and Financial Success 
 

On Saturday night, October 3, B'nai Sholom was the site of the 
official release of congregant Phil Teumim's latest CD, "Far and 
Wide," at a concert featuring Phil and other musical guests, 
including congregant Dave Ray on the fiddle and Phil's wife 
Marty and daughter Rachel in several dramatizations, along with 
Mark Patton on guitar and Will Vail and Ron Tweedie on 
vocals.   Phil performed songs from the new CD as well as some 
tunes from his prior CD, "All Over the Map," and some new 
material, playing six-string and twelve-string guitar, banjo, and 
ukulele.  About 50 audience members gathered in the sanctuary 

for the performance, enjoying plenty of refreshments and purchasing CDs in the social hall before 
and after the performance and during intermission.   

As the titles of his CDs indicate, Phil's songs cover an incredibly wide range of topics, from current 
events ("Blame It on Obamacare") to air sickness ("Turbulence").  He writes love songs, songs 
inspired by the beauty of nature, and songs that evoke nostalgia for the past.  Styles range from 
sea chantey to rock and roll since Phil says he is influenced 
by "everything I ever heard."  

Phil has honed his skills as a songwriter at SummerSongs 
songwriting camp in Ashokan, New York, and recently 
stepped down after some 8 years as president of 
SummerSongs Inc., the not-for-profit organization dedicated 
to the art and craft of songwriting.  He is also president of 
Old Songs Inc., a Capital District not-for-profit organization 
dedicated to “keeping traditional music and dance 
alive through the presentation of festivals, concerts, dances 
and educational programs.”   

The concert was not only a wonderful musical event that was lots of fun for those in attendance, 
but also a great fundraiser that benefited the synagogue.  All the ticket sales went directly to B'nai 
Sholom, and Phil also donated all the proceeds from the CD sales from the evening.  Many thanks 
to Phil for a delightful evening and the generous contribution! 

 
 A big, heartfelt 

THANK YOU 
to 

Phil Teumim 
 

for treating us to a wonderful concert on  
Saturday, October 3. 

Phil put on a great show and was so generous as 
he donated the proceeds from the concert to 

B’nai Sholom. 
Thanks again – so much – Phil! 

And congratulations on the release of your 
second CD Far and Wide! 
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 B’nai Sholom Welcomes Point of View Players in From Door to Door 
 

B’nai Sholom’s efforts to rent out our space for compatible uses continue in November, when our 
bimah will be the stage of a “radio play” style production of James Sherman’s “From Door to Door,” 
presented by Point of View Players.  
 
The title of the play refers to the Hebrew prayer L’dor Va-dor, meaning from generation to 
generation.  The play follows three generations of women -- their trials, tribulations, their laughter 
and joy -- beginning in the 1930s and continuing to the year 1999.  It is a warm, touching 
comedy/drama which is told in retrospect.  The story carries the audience through different 
chapters in these women’s lives, which are all intertwined, as they are grandmother, mother and 
daughter. 
 
“From Door to Door” originally premiered at the Victory Garden 
Theater in Chicago in 1999.  The Atlanta Journal Constitution 
described the play as “a bittersweet comedy about the blessings and 
compromises that three generations of women encounter in their 
pursuit of love, faith and marriage."  The Daily News said the play 
was “hilarious and deeply moving.” 
 
The play will be directed by Iris Singer, the founder of Point of View Players, which has been 
performing in the Capital District since 2012.  Ms. Singer is an Albany resident who has directed 
numerous plays -- many with Jewish themes -- at area synagogues, churches, and other local 
venues.  Prior local productions include “Crossing Delancey,” “A Shayna Maidel,” and “The Odd 
Couple.”  In earlier years, Ms. Singer also directed several youth group productions at Temple 
Israel. 
 
Showtimes are November 18, 19 and 21 at 7:00 p.m. and a matinee on November 22 at 1:00 p.m. 
The actors involved are Harryet Puritzman Candee, from Great Barrington, as “Mary”; Gayle 
Schechtman as “Deborah”; and Iris Singer as “Bessie.”  Tickets are $10, sold at the door only.  
 

EEaatt,,  DDrriinnkk,,  SScchhmmoooozzee  aanndd  SShhoopp  
JJuuddaaiiccaa  SSaallee,,  BBlloooodd  DDrriivvee  aanndd  CCllootthhiinngg  DDrriivvee  

SSuunnddaayy,,  NNoovveemmbbeerr  11sstt      99  aa..mm..  ----  22  pp..mm..  
  

AAfftteerr  sshhooppppiinngg  aatt  tthhee  JJuuddaaiiccaa  SSaallee  aanndd  ccoonnttrriibbuuttiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  CCllootthhiinngg  DDrriivvee,,  wwhhyy  nnoott  ssiitt  ddoowwnn  

ffoorr  aa  ccuupp  ooff  ccooffffeeee  aanndd  aa  bbiittee  ttoo  eeaatt  iinn  oouurr  nneeww  EEaatt,,  DDrriinnkk  aanndd  SScchhmmoooozzee  CCaafféé??    CCooffffeeee,,  

jjuuiiccee,,  bbaaggeellss  aanndd  ttaassttyy  rreeffrreesshhmmeennttss  ffoorr  ssaallee..    CCaattcchh  uupp  wwiitthh  ppeeooppllee  yyoouu  hhaavveenn’’tt  sseeeenn  iinn  aa  

wwhhiillee!!    CCoommee  jjooiinn  uuss..  

 
The annual Kristallnacht Interfaith Confronting Bigotry Commemoration is 

Tuesday November 10, 2015 at Page Hall, 135 Western Ave in Albany, featuring the area 
premiere and one-time showing of the film, “My Italian Secret: The Forgotten Heroes.”  The film 
reveals the stories of a clandestine Italian resistance movement that helped save many Jews 
during the Holocaust.  La Rabinessa Lioa Kelman will share the story of her family, the Saranos 
from Milan, and their survival in the small Italian village of Mombaroccio, Italy. The program is free 
and open to the public.  For more information, contact Shelly Shapiro at 783-7800.  
 



 

 

…And you shall teach your children… 
 

Each summer, children and teens from our congregation attend Jewish summer camps, 
strengthening their ties to Judaism and to the land of Israel.  B’nai Sholom offers scholarships 
which are funded by the interest and matured principal from the synagogue’s Israel Bonds fund.  
As you can read below, our campers had a great time!  We will be printing their essays for the next 
few months. 
 
Summer at Camp Eisner 
By Noah Degroult-Elias 

For the past 8 years I have been attending URJ Eisner camp and this year I was in Tzofim, the 
second oldest group on camp. As always I returned to some of my best friends and even made 
new ones. This year supplied another incredible summer of memories, laughs, and good times at 
Camp Eisner.  

This year I participated in various activities from different sports and arts to programs organized by 
the staff. Some of my favorite sports were tennis, hockey, and ultimate Frisbee. Arts that I enjoyed 
were pottery, ceramics, and Israeli scouts. On camp the Israeli scouts are a group of Israelis who 
would come to camp and run a chug where we would play games and learn about Israel. 

Most nights some of the Tzofim staff members would organize an evening program for us which 
would be quite different every night. My favorite type of evening program was something called 
“Organized Chaos” which had us running around doing different things. Some nights we would 
have a “camp wide event” where they would plan something for the entire camp to participate in --
for example every year they hire a DJ and we pour into the Bait Am for an all-camp dance.  

One of my favorite things about Eisner is Friday nights. Everyone dresses up in white for all camp 
dinner followed by T’fillah. After we finish praying we head into the Bait Am for song session. This 
is where we join together and intensely sing popular songs on camp. After all the jumping up and 
down at song session, we rush onto the quad for Israeli dancing. This too is extremely fun. By the 
time we are done everyone is exhausted and ready to head back up to their bunk bringing an end 
to an always amazing night at Eisner.  

My experience at Eisner has been so enriching to both my Jewish and social life that made it so 
worthwhile. I will no doubt be coming back next year for another memorable summer. 

 

 

 
C.O.M.E.  

(Celebrate Our Members Event) 

annual Membership Shabbat  

on November 13 at 8:00 p.m. 

****************** 
Words of wisdom from Rabbi Cashman  

Outrageously Delicious Oneg 

Meet Your Fellow Members, Old and New 

We hope to see Everyone that Evening! 

Sponsored by the Membership Committee 
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New Books in the B’nai Sholom Library 
 

Beautiful Yetta’s Hanukkah Kitten  

by Daniel Pinkwater, illustrated by Jill Pinkwater  
(Feiwel and Friends, 2014) 
 
 
Yetta, the Yiddish chicken is back!  So are her friends, the 
wild parrots of Brooklyn.  (Yes, there are wild parrots in 
Brooklyn.  See  www.brooklynparrots.com).   It is winter, and 
everyone is doing their best to keep warm.  Yetta finds a 
kitten and decides to rescue it.  The parrots are not amused.  
Aren’t cats dangerous?  Yetta convinces the birds to help, 
and of course all ends happily ever after, with latkes!   
     It’s a delightful melting pot story, with Yetta speaking 
Yiddish, the parrots speaking Spanish, and the kitten 
speaking, well, you’ll see.   

     Everything is translated and transliterated so even a language novice can read this aloud.  
Happy/feliz/frayleckhen Hanukkah! 
 
 

Strong as Death is Love: The Song of Songs, Ruth, Esther, 
Jonah, Daniel: A Translation with Commentary 
 by Robert Alter (W.W. Norton, 2015). 
 

 

Alter’s masterful translation of the Bible continues.  If you have not 
yet read any of his work, these five books are a fun place to start.  
Your B’nai Sholom Library also has his Torah translation and 
commentary.  Please note: some Torah study resources do not 
circulate. 
 
 
Did You Know?  The library has a good selection of cookbooks 
– try something new for dinner. 
 
 
 

B’nai Sholom invites YOU to a special Hanukkah Potluck 

Friday, December 11 at 6:30 PM 

Shabbat Hanukkah Service to follow at 8 PM 

Bring your appetites, your favorite dish to 
share & your menorah! 

 
RSVP to Maxine Goldberg, by 12/8 

maxm0304@yahoo.com 
729-4751 

 
Sponsored by the Religious School Committee 

 

 

http://www.brooklynparrots.com/
mailto:maxm0304@yahoo.com
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The following Yahrtzeits will be observed in November. 
 
11/6 Rachel Levy*; Harold Black*; Vicki Adler; Samuel Abrams*; Lillian Golderman; Maurice 

Pass 
11/13 Julie Fiks*; Selma B. Kuperman*; Sallie Kaplan; David Bach*; Rose Parets*; Teddy Knee; 

Paulette Tabak; Fred Hauptman; Estelle Nitka; Seymour Schwartzman; Abraham Cogen 
11/20 Ruth Bosin; Irving Oblas*; Samuel K. Jaffe*; Mildred Aronson*; Arthur Minick; Albert 

Marcus*; Sylvia Goldstein Marcus* 
11/27 Nusia Reichbach*; Abraham Porter; Minnie Strassberg; Simon Semelisky*; Elihu Propp*; 

Frances Rudinger; Ray Stephany; Richard “Dick” Brower*; Murray Berg; David Cohen*; 
Bertha Markstein Peckerman*; Paul B. Blum 

 
*denotes that a Perpetual Memorial has been established. 
 

THE CONGREGATION NOTES WITH THANKS THESE CONTRIBUTIONS… 
 
General Fund 
In gratitude for Guest Tickets for the Days of Awe by Brenda Rosenbaum, Nancy Goody, 
Brett Orzechowski, Marilyn Lowenheim, Hedy Lowenheim, David Drexler, Elena Rosenbaum and 
Steven Distefano, Mark and Cheryl Reeder and Justin Birzon and Allison Kane. 
In memory of Arthur Nitka by Mark and Cheryl Reeder. 
 

Perpetual Memorials have been established 
in memory of 

 
Donald Putterman  

by Gary and Melissa Putterman-Hoffmann 
 

Richard L. Brower  
by Rondi Brower and Philip Gilly 

 
Jacques M. Gilly 

by Rondi Brower and Philip Gilly 

 
Social Action Fund 
In memory of Julius Domfort by Howard Domfort. 

Landscaping Fund 
In memory of Shari Knieling by Ida Domfort. 

Torah Maintenance and Enhancement Fund 
In honor of Ruth and Herb Swift’s 60th Anniversary by Gary and Melissa Putterman-Hoffmann. 
In memory of Olaf “Sonny” Hausgaard by Gary and Melissa Putterman-Hoffmann. 
 
The following congregants have shown generosity in signing up for additional Patron Dues: 
Mari Vosburgh and Hal Rosenthal    Jack and Barbara Devore 
 
The Ritual Committee would like to thank all the congregants who recently gathered on a Sunday 
morning to help erect the sukkah in which we celebrated Sukkot.  Thanks go to Bert Cromling, 
Richard Strassberg, Ian Duckor, Jodi Kerper, Stella Suib, Ethan Suib, Joel Bloom, Hal Rosenthal, 
Rabbi Cashman and YOBS members Ben Rethmeyer, Max Suib, Noah Degroult-Elias and Shira 
Novkov-Bloom.  Thanks also to our religious school students and YOBS for helping decorate the 
sukkah. 
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IT’S SNOWING—ARE WE OPEN?  Check the 
telephone message on the BSRC 
answering machine for up-to-date 
information about cancellations.  We will 
also try to post cancellations on our web 
site.  You may also subscribe to 
cancellation e-mails on our website.  

 

THANK YOU  

      to the following congregants who recently hosted an 
Oneg Shabbat:  Rondi Brower, Joel and Julie Novkov-
Bloom, Religious School Committee, Kelly Young and 
Mark Silverbush, Maggie Tabak and David Smith and 
Rebecca and Jeff Klamka. 
      to the Bulletin Brigade who helped fold, insert and 
stuff envelopes to get the October bulletin out:  Anne 
Hausgaard, Gary Hoffman, Bruce and Edith Goldstein 
and Mark and Cheryl Reeder. 

 
 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Dinner Event at RAIN Restaurant 
December 24 

Sponsored by the Membership Committee 

 
 
RABBI:  Donald P. Cashman 
PRESIDENT:  Melody Bruce 
OFFICE MANAGER:  Christine Blackman 
BOOKKEEPER:  Lisa Allendorph 
OFFICE HOURS:  MON/WED/THURS/FRI    9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

2016 Entertainment Books are now on sale for a 

cost of $25.  They are available during office hours 

and at the Judaica Sale on November 1. 

As a rule, the BULLETIN DEADLINE is the second Wednesday of each month. 
Period Covered                     Deadline 
December                                                                                                                      November 11 
January                                                                                                                           December 9 

Articles and news received after deadline are subject to omission. 


